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INTRODUCTION 


The need for Latin American integration has been dealt 
With since Bolivar advocated a great American pach made 
up by peoples of «a single ongin, language, mores and 
réligion,» aimexi at forging «one nation whose parts are linked 
among themselves and ta ihe whole.:' 

Without exception, the founders of the Latin American 
fatheiland=-San Martin. Sucre. Arligas, O'Higeins, Juarez. 
Motazan, Hidalgo and Marti—were standard-bearers of our 
peoples’ unlty. 

But of them all, It was undoubtedly Jose Mani who 
succeeded In stating with theoretical thoroughness the nced 
to Integrate the peoples from ihe Rio Bravo to Patagonia. 
The conclusions he reached during his lifetime are absolutely 
valld one century lates. His pilgrimage across several 
countdes In the Americas and, above ail, his lang stay In 
New York, provided Mart( With firsthand Information and a 
broad vision ta delve Inta the theme of unity and integration, 
and to emphasize the Imperatlve need for the republics of 
what he called Our America to advance towards that goal. 

Mart(s thinking on this theme was synthesized In only 
twelve words: We are one tn our ostgins, in out hopes and 
in peri. His polttical, sodal and cultural endeavors were 
almed at spreading and reasoning the validity of the ongins, 
hape and peril ullogy. To reaffirm ihe Ladin American Identity, 


' Taken from Fidel Castio s message to the First Ibero Americaln 
Summit, Guadalajata, México. 1991 


Its historic and cultural legacy based on Its Indian, mestizo and 
white odgins, was among his proritles, as was the need to 
reaffirm the pride taken In working and stiuggiing for what is 
genuine, authentic, autochthonous: «The wine, made from 
bananas: and even Ifit turns out to be sour, itls still our winels? 
of «Graft the world onto our republics; but the trunk must be 
that of aur Republics.+" His warning about the external and the 
Internal perils that loomed over the Latin Ampedcan republics 
also was central to his doadne. 

[It 1s on this last aspect, which we deem essendal, that we 
must linger. Mart( lived at a tlme In which Imperalism was a 
nascent yet powerful force. He saw that the greatest danger 
for Out America lay, on the one hand, In the expansionism, 
the selfishness and the scarn of its formidable neighbor, who 
Ignores het; and an the other, In some of our republic’ 
weaklings who, from powes, and lacking mote In honor than 
In poltical vision, apen wide the doors to the greed and the 
hunger for land, wealth, and financial and commeicial 
advantages of forelgn— mainty U.S.— Interests. 

When the ominous shadow of the Pan-Amentcanlst 
doctdine— which was nothing mote than the old dream of the 
rulers and the economic, finandal and commercial Interests In 
the United Stales to selze and hegemonically control all the 
lands south of the Rio Grande—feit for the frst time on the 
continent earty In the 1890s, José Marts volce warned: 

Since Independence, there has never been In the Americas 
an affalr requiring mote good sense, exacing more vigilance, 
of demanding a dearer and more thorough sautiny than the 
feast 10 which the powesful United States, filled to the brim 
with unsalable goods, and deteimined to expand lts domalns 
in the Amodicas. Invites ihe less powerful American nations .,.* 

Mastithen made an appewl to prevent the gant from passing, 
and to march unlted, compacted fike the silver underground 
In the Andes. 


7 Jos@ Masts, «Ou Amesica.> in Garrat Havana, 27 (1): 4, borauary 1, 
1991 

>On af. p. 4 

* joud Mant, Obras Completas (Havana: Editotul Gencias Sociales, 
1975), Val. 6, p. 46 


The fact Is that one century later, we must admit that 
Latin America has advanced Ilttle of not enough on the 
toad towards the unlty and Integratian that pervaded of 
Bolivar's dreams at the dawn of the independence of the 
Anjericas, and of Mart(s at the end of the centuty 

In these past decades there have been endeavars almed 
at economic Integraflon. Varlous pacts and regional 
mechanisms have been set up, among them ECLA. ALADI, 
fhe Andean Pact, the Central American Common Market, 
MERCOSUR and CARICOM, to promote the development 
of commerce and econamic, sclentific and cultural 
cooperation among the Latin Amesican and Caribbean 
countdes. But one cannot rejoice at theit results. 

Vatlous factors have determined such a poor Integration 
and such few benefits On the one hand. polltical rivaldes 
of border disputes arnong our republics, often fueled and 
exacerbated by foreign Interests: on the other, the 
Wdespread, naive and mistaken notion that, by applying 
the formulas of transnational capltal— neoliberal polides 
among them— Latin Amenca can face misery and paveity, 
and save Itself from Its great evils And yet again, there |s 
something even more decisive: the political and economic 
peiformance of U.S. impeiallsm, expressed In programs 
like the Alllance for Progress (Kennedy). the Initlailve for 
the Canbbean Basin (Reagan), the Initiative for ihe Americas 
(Bush). the Pace for Prosperity (Cilnton) or the Free Trade 
Agreement with selected countdes=«bequn with Mexico, 
with Chile as a prospective partner—thal essentially seek 
to place obstacles and hinder Latin America’s unity and 
Integration process, urgently needed for the survival of Its 
Identity and Its future In a waild In which powerful 
supfanatianal blocs are siadually consolidating In Europe 
(European Community) and |n Asia (ASEAN and the Pacific 
Basin). 

The same ones who have explolied and plundeied us 
ate the ones who nowadays apply formulas to divide us 
and try 10 create a laige bloc with thelr backyard, to be able 
to compete against Europeans and Aslans, who are uniting. 

Perils are therefore great. What will be Latin Ametica’s 
galns from this association tetween the millianalre and the 
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pauper? Who will take the largest plece of cake: he who 
can contribute very little, or he wha owns the technology, 
the licenses, the great financial resources and the know- 
how? The poweiful will undoubtedly end up by having all 
ihe advantages and the benefits. 

José Marti warned one century ago about this 
phenomenon, and the wings <olleaed In thls book contala 
his thoughts on the Issue. «Can the United States Invite 
Hispanic America to form a sincere and useful union for 
Hispanic Amenca? Is a polltical and economic ualon with 
the Unlted States advisable for Hispanic America2?»* 
wondered Mart(In 1890 as he expressed hls conceins about 
the future of Latin America ar the laternational Monetary 
Conference held In Washington. «lf two natlons do nat have 
cammon Interests—he sald to the Conference—they cannot 
unite ... The smaller peoples, who are still [n the throes of 
gestation, cannot joln without per! those who seek a lemedy 
fo the excess products of a compact and aggiessive 
population, and an outlet ta Its restless mobs, |n the union 
with smaller peaples.1% 

Marti was convinced that the United States had always 
dreamt about daminailng the Latin American peoples, and 
Ihus quoted the verses of the American poet Sewell. 
repeated by one and all: «yours Is the entire, Iimidess 
continents; o1 Everett's doctrine of «continental unification: 
or Ingalls's notion that the Unlted States” «Inevitable results 
was to siretch «from the isthmus to the Pole.» He deemed 
that the anly philosophy practiced by the Unlted States In 
regard ta its closest neighbors was that whatever the United 
States needed from those peaples forlts own development 
and prospeilty, lt woutd take from thern by any means: 
trade ar violence, «They belleve In necessity, in (he barbarous 
dght as the only dght.»4 Martl pointed out. In the history of 
the 20th century there ace many examples of the exercise 


* Op. at. p té0. 
+ Op. at, p. 158. 
‘ Op. at, p 48 

* Op. at. p. 160. 


of that barbarous right agalnst Latin American peoples by 
the successive administrations In Washington. 

Let us not decelve ourselves: the battle for Latin America’s 
economic Integration shall be long. Many ald obstacles will 
have to be overcome, as well as others resulting from the 
fecent changes Ja the world, favoring hegemonlst and 
domineering trends. The road to the political unlty of oue 
peoples vAl! be even longer. 

However, our peoples still have thelr Ideas as powelful 
weapons to achleve victory. Trenches of Ideas are worth 
more than trenches of stones, sald Maiti. To promote 
awareness about the need to Integrate on the basis of a 
cammon idenilly. and to place that unlty’s potential at the 
service of a common destiny must be the permanent, 
unflinching task of Our Ameiica taday. 

Thus, we think that this collection of Maui's woiks abaut 
the need for Latin American unlety and integration, complled 
by the Jose Mart( Publishing House, Is. a valuable cantrbutlon 
to that endeavor. 

To dream about a united Latin America Is a right we cannot 
and must nol renounce. 


Juan Massono 


Member of the 
Unlon de Peilodistas de Cuba 
ditecting board. 


Tet Unmtp Statis ano Mexxo® 


When an attempt was made to alarm the public with the 
Improbable news of a violent wat, we were especially 
determined to bing te light all the rational obstacles opposed 
to the clalms of the published news. 

The obligation then was not to alaim the country, but 
today there Is a duty to paint out the canstant danger which, 
explolted by cruel Interests, might some day sumive In a 
giave and alarming form, and vith serous perl for us. 

Two questions present themselves by reason of events 
on the border: Is ihe American government not opposed to 
these occuirences In order to use them as a reason for dalms 
agalnst Mexico? Does It perhaps allow the necessary time 
to pass for the boarder robberies to exasperate the American 
people, and thus popularize a war which might be altempted 
agalnst Mexico? 

The enemy Is facing us: It seems distrustful and 
hypocitical, yet 1¢ can be a loyal fend. Whatever be the 
supposition, since the enemy's conduct Is doubtful, ItIls our 
duty ta examine It, prepare agalnst It If It attempts to harm 
us, and calmly foresee the wrongs which an exireme 
situation would nat give us a chance to avald. 


©The pteient and the fallowing are fom Marti"s Obras compietas , 
annotatted edition (Havana: Centro de Estudios Martianaos, 
1985). Val. (1. The othe: articles have been taken from ihe 4ecand 
edition of fose Marts Obsas compfetas, published by Edilarlal 
Clendas Sociales, Havana, 1975, Vol, VI, Mil, and Mill. «—Eds 
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The American press Is constantly busy with frontier events: 
some newspapers are rousing thelr fellow countrymen 
against Mexico; othess, the fewest, are accusing the 
government of protecting the frantler events In order to 
create same serous claims by reason of them. 

Those who flatter the emotions are more powerful than 
those who repress them: the number of newspapers that 
move people Is far gieater Ihan those that view the matler 
calmly, 

American newspapers are not satlsfled to comment upon 
events In a hostile manne, Just as In the nelghboring 
country's press It ls customary and speculative to comment 
upon many of them: they are elther demanding retribution, 
ot there Is someone who has proposed Invaslon and an 
annexation of tetiltory. 

The United States government Is silent, and falls to put 
the required effortinte alding Mexico In Its work of avoiding 
those disastrous occurrences, What does the government 
think af the United States? Is lt guilty of harmhul Intentions 
and hypocilsy?2 

Let New Youk Sun speak for us. It says: if the object of 
permitting those outrages agalnst life and propery to go 
unpunished was with the hope of exciilng the public s 
feelings ¢o the polat of popularizing a war against a weak 
nelghbesing republic, of with the purpose of obtalning 
pretexts to fabricate enormous and cxaggerated manetary 
daims. against the same weak republic, ta benefit some 
Influential diques—which there ls room to suppose, because 
of cerialn very significant evenls—then there aie no phrases 
sitang enough to condemn thase who have allowed 
themselves to be cared away by such Ignoble motives. 

The Sua is nat completely in accord with the present 
government of the Union, and this would lessen the value of 
lls words; but before the lines we have copied It makes some 
reRecdons whose justice cannot be denied: It relates different 
border events, examines the matter, and asserts that the 
American government Aas fof put an end to thase /nsigniawt 
forays, unauthorized by the Mextain government. as # could 
Aave done at any time 


This Is certain: If it falls to protect them, it tolerates them; 
what is the reason for the tolesance? Could It nat be belleved 
thar the Sun is comect In Its commentaries? Although they 
seem doubtful, and do not seem to be many, Is 1{ nol necessary 
to be wisely prepared against a danger which might be real? 

Susgician is a terrible enemy because It falls to see the 
hand that attacks: In che United States the people ate mas- 
ter, thetefare the people are wrought up and moved; thelr 
emoatlons ate cajoled In odes to take advantage of the 
polltical sltuatian which thelr exdted emotions create. 

The San takes as Its own some words of the Judiclous 
fmparcial, a Monterey newspaper which we know for the 
sk!l and wisdom wih which Jt treats these questions. Here 
are those reflectlons. «f there are actually some Mexicans 
Intamous enough to dishonor their country by perpetrating 
acts of vandalism In forelga cemiory, let the offended country 
punish them In conformlty Mth Its laws; let there be no pity 
fot murderers and Incendlates who continue fo alter the 
tranquillty of a filendly nation.« 

The Amercan government's canduct might give rise to 
suspicion: It might not be honest; It might be artful: It might 
not be loyal. We do not belleve this: we are not afraid of 
what the Sun feats, bul there is an undeniable faci about 
which we cannat stop thinking: there are newspapers that 
accuse the American government of ulteror thaughts about 
Mexico, and there are no [ournals that may defend It from 
this conduct which would be nefatious and hypocltilca!—lt 
could have avalded border Incidents, but It does not There 
are these two practical facts: we do not wish to turn them 
against the American government: they are prabably an 
oversight, not bad falth; they are prabably negligence. not 
disloyalty 

Can one think without regret that a country which holds 
out Its hand fram its ports, and telfs us that i¢ wants to dghten 
Its relations with us. with the other hand ts stirring up a war 
upon our borders, and !s daily putting Info Its newspapers 
Irrational and repeated news items Intended to ralse Its nadon 
against a frlendiy one? Is It mat mad to Imagine that a 
democratle nation Intends to conquer and Invade? 
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We frequently read American newspapers: many of them, 
especially those of the South. talk enfhuslastlcally and 
affectionately about Mexico. Those who know us respect 
us. Newspapers In the noithern States seem to obey foreign 
influences, and present us as disfigured before the people 
of the Union, We have read more than ane noteworthy 
article In which It Is shown that It does not sult the Amedcan 
people to annex any ternitory whatsoever. The writer Mr. 
Lever published asedous work In aur columns in which he 
examined and tefuted all the charges made on the 
annexallonlst desires of the United States. 

We do not belleve that the American government Is 
thinklng about Invasion; we only belleve that for the health 
of the fatherland, all previous measures. ali foresceing 
agreements, all wisdom are tao little. 

What later cannot be repressed must be avolded: let 
diplomacy work agalasi diplomacy; by so dolng rancors are 
not inflamed, and forelgn desires are noc nourlshed. Thus 
the nation Is saved from a Ilkely danger. 


Revista Universal. Mexico, july 3, 1875 


MEXICO AND THE United Stars 


Events keep plling up. opinions keep belng given, 
suggestions are belng presented In the United States House 
of Representatives itself, for ihe States are creallng an 
atmosphere In the nelghboslng republic which Is prejudicial 
tO us Inasmuch as It wants to take to public apinion, a 
governmental narm thete, a conviction that Invading a part 
of Mexican tersdtory Is fale, necessary, and useful. 

In oul concept It would not be patdatic to conceal a gra- 
ve danger ta the country. Itls well that an official newspaper 
Is moderate to excess In Its statements. Newspapeis llke 
ours which are not thus shackled, those af ug who are not 
in ihe last case any more than an expression of the editors’ 
Ideas— sustained by theli Identification With the Ideas ol 
the readers who suppon newspapers~-have a duty to 
analyze, predict, and polnt out the means of avolding the 
wiengs which because of apathy or confusion could take 
place In our country. 

We are not going to analyze the entire questions as we 
shall scan, and Without losing time, analyze all that has 
begun to form a compact body, alarming because of Its 
unlfoimlty, of attacks upon Mexico. We shall talk bidefily 
today, not about the serous Inciease of Ideas hostile to 
Mexico In American opinion, bul concretely about the 
proposal recently presented to the House of Representadves 
upon whose bosom the hand of the speculators has begun 
to be felt—-speculators who rapidly desire a new body In 
which co exerdse thelr commerce and exploliation. In the 
Unlted States the Mexican questions, Ilke the Cuban, 
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depends largely upon the Imposing and stubborn will of a 
not small number of fomunate speculators who are the na- 
tural owners of a country In which all is sacdficed to the 
attalnment of maternal wealth, 

The Washington Chamber, had appointed a commission 
to adjust complainis against Meadco on the occasion of cattle 
rustling. The commission has presented suggestions, and 
President Schleicher has told the Chamber the fallawing: 
«Now Is the appropriate time for the American government 
io Intervene and settle the questions of the Rio Grande. ! 
hase my opinion upan these events: the Lerdo government 
has no authorty over Tamaullpas or overt any frontler town, 
and lt does not have a single soldter an the dividing Ilne on 
the Meodcan side. The government of Diaz. which Is tn 
possession of that side of the country, is not recognized as 
a government as such by that of the Linked States, and It is 
actually only a Jawless mob. If United States traaps cross 
the franiler, they are not violating the femtory of the 
legitimate Meyican government, but simply Invading a rebel 
State which has thrown out the civil and mililtary 
representatives of the legitimate government, and is not. In 
short, a government recognized there 

«Whatever usehulness that might appear hom such a policy 
would take place with the rebels, and not with the recagnized 
Mexican govetament orits troops Revolutlonades do not 
prevent horse rustling: on the contrary, the presence of Diaz's 
iroops Increases the demand for meat for thelr sustenance, 
thus stimulating the horse rusting. 

«A year ago the Lerdo government tald the Amedcan 
minister In Mesdco that It dared not glve the American troops 
permission to cioss the frontier because they would be 
demallshed. Now that nelther Lerdo nor his oops are there, 
there Is no obstacle against our ticops entering Mexdcan 
terdcory. Consequently, nowis the IIme to settle the frontier 
situation. 

The commission Immediately proposed to the Chamber 
approval of the following resolutions: 

‘Article |: The Senate and Chamber of Deputies, meeting 
In Congiess, resolve that, with the object of securing more 












clive protectian for the land situated between the Rio 

nde and Rio Nueces in the State of Texas agalnst cattle 

stiers, malefactors, and murderers coming from the 
xican side of the Rfo, the President of the United States 
authorized to place upon the Ria Grande— starting from 

e mouth of this dver as far as the northern boundary of 

ie State of Tamaulipas, beyond Laredo—i(wo cavalry 

Pimentis to serve In the campalgn. These troops shall end 

y jolning the Infantry tegiments necessary to man the 

ulsons. The troops of sald cavalry reelments would be 

teased unl] they can rely upon 100 men per squadron, 

1 ihis army will be malntalned for as tong as necessary. 

‘Anice Il; As regards the Impossibility of the Mexican 

national government's meeting to prevent Incursions into 

exas of ated bands coming from Mexican territory, the 

President is authorlzed, when he deems It necessary for the 

Protection of the rights af American ditlzens on the Texas 

frontier, to order the troops to cross the Rfo Grande and use 

any means they consider proper to take possession of the 

Stalen objects. and to stop the Incuislons, taking <aie In all 

cases 10 cause na prejudice to the peaceful Inhabliants of 
Mexico.» 

_ Nelther Postuguese concelt not cowardly concealment 
agree to an analysis of all these questlons. That the Mecdcans 
know how to dle would not end by showing the word 

_ another American Invasion: the Chapultepec Sablnes have 
our history wotten in thelr white hair. it Is Important now to 
study the questlon, recognize the degree of gravity, hope 
that diplomacy wil save us from a confilct—be <onvinced, 
In short, that there [s sull time to avold the advancement— 
unfortunately too far advanced—of an unfortunate opinion 
of Mexico in the United States. Once Schlelcher's suggestlan 
was presented to the Chamber, why do the Mezlcans Ilving 
in Washington not hasten fo emphailcally refute the 
Inaccurades upon which the commission has attempted to 
base It? 

If the Chamber|s decelved when It votes, does nat some 
blame devolve upon those who neglected to attempt all 

_ Means of preparating It against the fraud that was made of 
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its opinion, alving lt as tue Inaccuracles such as the 
impotence of the frontler government where at thls moment 
there must be 5,000 men of the federal forces, and the 
occupation of Tamaulipas by Diaz's forces which, according 
ta the American newspapers themselves, conslst of 1,000 
men who are only occupying Matamoros? The Amercan 
press !s trying to harm us: translate the Mexican press Into 
English, and we are going to tell the truth in the country 
Itself so that opinion will hesitate and study, and not Wiihout 
a thorough Investigation pronounce liself against us. 

This is urgent: there are Mexicans In the United States 
who are excessively patdotic, excessively intelligent to da 
thls necessary Work with all dispatch, vigor, and actlan, now 
imperative on all polnts to prevent a wrong that has already 
moved forward. 

The wrong is beginning to take place: people are 
beginning to belleve there that a Mexican Invasion is [ust; 
the sentiment of homeland honor Is belng explolied, and 
use is belng made of the American people's consummate 
mercantile sensitivity. This wrong thinking Is already being 
taken ¢o the Chamber, and deceiving it precisely by the 
pincipal reasoning upon whirh rests the suggestion whose 
approval Is sought. it 1s necessary to use the remedy with 
Ihe same energy, dispatch, and ardor with which the 
opnosite propaganda Is being put forth in the neighboring 
Republic. 

The regrettable revalutlonary Diaz lacks this ttle to glory: 
In his gullty obsession he has failed to see that formulas 
were prohibiting the United States hom Invading a peaceful 
nation which had credit abroad. which has braadened 
commerdal relations with the United States. which Is ruled 
by a perfectly legal goveinnient, and which can say that 
none of those considerations would belong to the day on 
which an abnormal situation, a new rebellion of ihe saldlery. 
4 new crime af vanity that might ald In strengthening the 
opinion— quite valld In the Uniled States—that Mexico Is 
an ungovernable country, and that the Linlied States would 
da the humanitarian work of forcibly reducing us to be 
tibutailes of the Great Republic. 
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Has the North American newspapers’ hostile opintan, 
@cretly nourshed and restrained with difficuley, not been 
een to break out when news of the occupation of Mata- 
tos and the rebelllon of Dfaz had scarcely reached New 
fork and Washington? Do the most highly accredited presses 
jot give preferential space In their columns to news of 
exico, and 1o comments which are hostile to us? The 
fevalutian has become the pietext expected for so long, 
because of Saxon calm. to prepare the bounding natlon for 
ain armed aitack upon Mexico. And Is the revolution nat 
aunted, does It nat beg pardon, not lay down its arms In 
fecror? Does it not yleld to lis criminal determination when 
It sees that by rousing a man it commences compromising 
the country’s Independence from its first steps? Thus It seems 
that ambition sulfles all lofty and gencrous feelings! 

We do not wish to belleve that the Amencan government 
Is talking part In all Ihese measures which ate unfavorable 
to u5, because they have not yet visibly stemmed from the 
government. Although the frankness which we aitilbute to 
It might nat compel this, It would be compelled bya political 
hypocrsy that would be fatal to us If with prudence, time. 
and tact use would not be made of all the formal abstaces., 
the method of action, which the United States’ conditlon of 
a sespectable country objects to In regaid to Mexico. for It 
Is working against another country which Is also governed 
by a republic. Agaln we shall say that the United States 
cannot boast of strength, and that It must woik calmly and 
wWsely. 

Fos today let It be [ust for us to belleve that Schlelcher's 
suggestion Is nol yet approved: thai it shall be more than 
an echo of the speculators who have been Interested for a 
long time In a fiontler Invasion; that the hostility of che press 
depends upon this very cause—there so easy to explolt 
and move to the caprice of personal Interests; In shoit, that 
what Is now only the opinion, not Isolated by an unfriendly 
altitude, of Sheiman, Sheridan, and Schietcher, shall not be 
changed Into certaln danger In an Invasion which we would 
tesist, through decency and patriotism, In a war of disastrous 
fesults, and as an Instrument by which General Grant would 
be assured of atialning Ine Uniied Siates Presidency. 


lL 
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Above all, Senor Lerdo Is a statesmen: we belleve that 
he Is distingulshed by great foresight and undeniable practical 
wisdom. We assume that, even more than an Incidental 
revolution that will affilce us, he shall pay attenilon to ploning 
a danger which has already been concretely pointed out. 
And to ald Ihe executive In this work, to save the republic, 
to consolidate national existence. all that does nol erect 
obstacles to It shall fulfil Its duty. and all that at the risk of 
death Injures its ihreatened breast with the headpleces of 
lis chargers shall be execrated by the country. 

There Is no revalution of Lerdism; there are no genesals 
or civilians; no rebels or the layal— only Mexicans who ta- 
lly round anyone who upholds the country § salvation, and 
blind men and traltars who advance toward its downfall, 
deceltfully spurred on by those who want to make of Mexica 
a market to secure thelr wavering commercial power. 


Revista Universal. April 27, 1876 
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LEARNING GN THE FARMS 


Our extremely tertile soli, Ach In all kinds of crops, ylefds 
litle produce, and less than It should, because of (he routine 
and outdated systems of plowing, planilag, and harvesting 
in our countdes, and because of ihe use of decrepit faim 
implements. 

An Immediate need arses from this: new Implements 
must be Introduced Into our lands; our farmers must be 
taught the tested methods by which other peoples achleve 
such astounding results in thelt own praductiviry. 

What obstacles will remaln, what competition will nat be 
avercome, what dvals will maintaln thelr Jurisdiction, when 
modern farm implements, and the best methods now In 
use, enrich the American lands? Buenos Aires knows this— 
Buenos Alres which Is taking out of these ports five or six 
shiploads of agricultural Implements a month. 

Bul not all of our natlons enjoy the same prosperous 
conditions as those of the la Plata, narls It poss|ble to Intro- 
duce such large quantitles of fine new farm Implements 
that save so much time and effort: metely Introducing them 
Inte lands unprepared to recelve them and put them to 
good use Is nat enough to change, as If by magic, the 
rudimentary state of our agiiculiural methods. 

Nor are there sufficient funds everywhere to purchase 
the necessary new farm Implements. lt ls not enough to 
acqulie Ihese Implements If they are not accompanied by 
people ta manage them and conditlon the soll to make 
good use of them. Even with the special compliments alven 
to them by the expositians, thelr manufacturers da not 
always dare to send thelr products to natlons where there 
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Is fear that thelr sales will not compensate for the costs of 
shipment. 

So, If these implements ate not sent, one must come to 
look for them. 

But as we have already said, even when the Implements 
do go, the new agricultural practices to encourage the growth 
of crops do not ga with them. In books this 1s nat understood, 
ar it ls misunderstood. This factor cannot be set forth In the 
expositions. Only In part, and at great expense, can this be 
taught In the agricultural schools. One must start learning It 
where It Is In full practice and practical development. Spanish 
Ameiican children, perhaps insanely, are sent to well-known 
schools in this land where they exchange the tongue they 
know Inadequately for the forelgn tongue they never learn 
well, and where—in the conflict between the childlike but 
sensitive civilization which comes With them and the vidle 
but crude. pecullar, and farelgn culization awalilng them 
here— they leave with thelr minds confused and filled with 
memoes of what they brought and with Imperfect thoughts 
about the new things they see, perhaps unqualified for the 
spontaneous, ardent, and exqulsite Iife af our counties, and 
yet unfit for the fast-paced, crowded, and Impetuous 
existence of this land. The trees of one <llmate ate rachitic, 
faded, deformed, and sickly when grown In another. 

So then, Just as the sons of Spanish America are sent to 
leatn what they would earn better In thelr own lands, no 
matte: how elementary that knowledge would be, with the 
sk of losing the aroma of thetr mother country which gives 
1a life a perpetual charm and a healthful atmasphere; just as 
one works in commercial offices to acquire aker long years 
a handful of common routines that can fit Into a nutshell, 
Which can be leatned Just as easily In one's own home 
without lasing what Is always lost abroad—so without so 
much risk and more prcfitably the governments must send 
able farmers, and the parents must send sans for whom 
they want to do a real favor by teaching fhem In the 
cultivation of the land the only honest source of wealth. 
And those governments should also send planters to study 
the new agricultural methods used upon productive farms, 
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to Ilve during the times of one to several harvests upon 
farms where the recent systems are followed, to acquire In 
all their details a peisonal and direct knowledge of the 
advantages of modern methods and farm Implements, 
leaving aside the unproducilve, and then these men will be 
able to take back to thelr plantations the Improvements which 
they have seen In agriculture here. 

It 1s urgent to cultivate our lands as cur nvals culfivate 
thelrs. 

These farming methods do not tiavel, one must begin 
learning them upon the farm, wearing the wide-bimmed 
hat and the farmer's loose shirt. 

This may be the only easy, productive, and perfect way 
to bring the new agdcullural methods Into our countdes. 

Apprentices are seni to the machine shops. which Is good: 
let us send apprentices to the farms, which will de better. 


La Anrtiai. New York, August 1883 
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MAaNJAL Work N THE SCHOOLS 


The United States schools of agriculture have just 
presented repons of thelr last year’s work, and one can see 
from all of them that the theoretical laws of farming taught 
In these schools are less emphasized than ihe knowledge 
and direct management of the land. It Is clearly ihe fand 
which, at fiest hand and with Inimttable geniality, teaches 
lessons that are always leaned In a confused form from 
baoks and professors. 

Physical, mental. and moral advantages come from ma- 
nual work, and fram that habit of method—a healthful 
counterwelght, especially In our own lands, to the 
vehemence, restlessness, and deviation In which our 
imagination, wih Its golden Inducements. holds us. Man 
giows by the work of his hands. Ii 1s easy to see how useless 
peapte are Impovershed and vilified for same generations 
unul they are pustules of clay with slender extremities which 
they cover velth delicate perfumes and patent-leather boots; 
wheieas the one who owes his well-belng to his work, 01 
has employed his life In creating and Iransforming forces 
and In using his own, has a |oyful sparkle In his eye, a 
profound and picturesque manner of speech. broad 
shoulders, and a steady hand. One can see how these are 
the ones wha ate shaping the world: exalted by the practice 
of thetr creative powers, perhaps even without knowing It, 
Ihey have a ¢eraln alr of happy giants and they Insplie 
tenderness and respect. More—a hundred ilmes more— 
than entetng a church, It stlis the soul to see those 
mechanics, tanned and healthy-faced and In soiled clothing, 
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enter one of the wagons taking them from thelr poar 
neighborhoods to the factartes cn an early morning In this 
February cold. And even ai this hour they have newspapers 
in thelr gnatied hands. Here are gieat priests, vital priests: 
workers. 

The principal of the Michigan Sehoa! of Agriculeure 
ardently defends the advantages af manual work In the 
schools. Far Pilncipal Abbott there Is no agricullural Virtue 
that does not ald In the school’s manual wotk. The farmer 
needs to know Nature, the diseases, whims, the very fieakish 
hablts of plants, In ordei to manage his farming In a way 
that takes advantage of the vegetal forces and avalds heir 
aberrations. He needs to be in love with his work, and to 
find it nobler than any other whatsoevel-—and so It Is, even 
IF only because It permits him the mast direct mental 
exercise, and with Its copious and constant results provides 
him with a fixed and ftee Income that allows hlm to live 
decently and Independently Oh, Ifonly our vote were heard, 
we would put beside every Spanish American cradic a plot 
of ground and a hoe. In addition. the farmer should be 
intimately acquainted, In thelr effects and wark methods, 
with the sciences which are today alding and accelerating 
the sclence of agriculture. And because Nature Is harsh, like 
everything truly loved, the farmer needs robust health 
Impervious to the heat of ihe sun and the puddles of tain. a 
health achlevabfe only by getting used to both sun and 
taln 

With manual labor In school, the farmer gtadually learns 
to do what he has to do afterwards upon hls own farm: 
with his discoveres of the land's absinacy and eccentddiles. 
he becomes fond of It che waya father |s fond of hi children 
He fancies the land he cares far, knows It, permits it to lle 
fallow, feeds and treats li much the same as a physiclan 
treats his patients. And because he sces that In arder to 
work the fletds Incelligently he needs a varied and nota 
simple knowicdge—at times even profound-«he loses all 
disdain for wark that permits him to be, along with being a 
creator—and this relolces and upllits the spidt—a cultivated 
man wha ls fond of books and worthy of his time. The secret 
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of well-being lles In avolding all confilct between aspirations 
and occupations. 

Pages could be filled with advantages of this manual wark 
in the schools of agriculture, the report shows. 

To make the agricultural students’ work daubly useful, 
the schools do not apply In only to work methads already 
known, but to the testing of all the reforms which 
experiments ar Invention are suggesting: therefore, the 
agricullutal schoals are greatly benefiting the country people 
to whom Ihey are giving reforms already proved, and are 
avalding the dsk of laosing thelr money and lass of time It 
might have cost them If they had had to experiment on 
thelr own account. And furthermore, the student's mind Is 
kept active by this policy, and so li acquires the healthhil 
hablt of desiring, examining, and pulling Into practice what 
Is new. Today, with the colassal affluence of Intelligent and 
eager men In all walks of life, whoever wants to Ilve cannot 
sit down to 1est and let the pllalm's staff of his voyage 
‘emain Idle for a single hour: for when he wants to get up 
and set out agaln, the staff will have become a rock. Never, 
never was the word greater or more picturesque. It ls merely 
difficult to understand and put at one’s awn level. As a 
consequence, many would rather speak Ill of lt and vanish 
Into resentment. It ls better to work and try to understand 
the marvel, and aid In perfecting it. 

In one school, that of North Carolina, they have analyzed 
ferilizers, minerals, mineral watets, potable waters, the 
germinating power of seeds, the actlon different chemical 
substances have upon them, and the action of insects upon 
plants. 

In general, the schools’ practical efforts are directed 
toward the study and Improvement of gtalns and tubers 
used for food; toward the application of various and better 
methods of preparing the soll, planting, and harvesting: 
toward comparing different fertilizers and manufacturing 
othets: towatd feeding animals and pianis well, and Inigallng 
and preserving the forests. 

In addition to this they have courses that teach the 
students mechanical skills, notin an imperfect and isolated 
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manner by which, In an offhand way and by chance, the 
altentive and able farmer comes to know a little of them, 
but with a plan and a system, so that some skills begin 
perfecting others, and so that they are taught how the latter 
emerges from ihe former Minds are [lke wagon wheels 
and words: they light up with use and run more swifily 
When one studies under a good plan, It Is a [oy ta see how 
the most diverse facts resemble each other and band 
together, and how the same Ideas emerge from the most 
varied subjects, tending toward ane common, lofty, and 
canteal concept If man had time to study all that he saw 
and coveted, he would ardve ai the knowledge of one sin- 
gle and supreme !dea, would smile and then rest. 

This direct and healthy kind of education; this application 
of an Inquiring intelligence to a responsive nature: this se- 
féne and unconcerned employment of the mind In the 
Investigatian of all that occurs to it, stimulates It, and gives 
lia way of Ife; ihis fufl and balanced use of man so that he 
may be as he himself can be, and not as athers were: this 
natural ttalning=—-ls something we should want far all the 
new countrdes af Amenica. 

And behind every school an agdcultutal laboratory. open 
to raln and sun, where each student could plant hls own 
tree. 

The fults af life da not sping from dry and merely linear 
fests, no, Indeed 


Li Antica, New Youk, February 1884 
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ANCIENT AMERKAN MAN Ano His Prisinive Arts 


Hunting and Ashing: dodging the ocelot and the puma 
and the colossal pachyderm with a filntstone: hiding away 
from the mountalnous trunk that sheltered the attack of a 
tusk, primitive man In the Quaternary perlod roamed the 
forests of America. Perhaps he spent his wandering and 
hazardous ilfe In loving and self-defense, und! the Quaternary 
animals disappeared and nomadic man became sedentary. 
{¢ was inapptoarate that he used the same filnt points to kill 
the stag as ta carve Its resistant horns; he fashioned axes, 
hatpoons, knives, and tools out of anilers, bone, and slone. 
Man feels the desire for ornaments and Immoniallity when 
he Is barely aware that he thinks; art ls the form of the one, 
history of the other. The desire to create Invades him as 
soon as he Is hee of the wild animals, and In such a way 
that he loves truly, of preferentially, only what he creates. 
In later and more camplex ages. art can be the praduct of 
an aident love for beauty, butin formes times It was nothing 
but the expansion of a human longing to cieate and conquer. 
Man feels jealous of the creator, and delights In giving ta 
stone a semblance of iife and animation. A stone carved by 
his hand appears fo him Ilke a defeated gad at his feet. 
Satlsied, he contemplates his work of ait as Il he had set 
foot In the clouds. Man's vital yearnings must give some 
proot of hls power and leave some 1ecord of himself. 

The troglodytes of the Vesé@re caves In France used sharp 
pleces of filnt to carve theli Images of the tremendous 
mammoth, the astute seal, the revered crocodile, and the 
hendly hoise upon elephant tusks and gold teeth, upon 
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the shoulder blades of telndeer and the shin bones of stags. 
Those brutal profiles run and bite and charge. When the 
arnist wanted to make something In rellef, he made his cuts 
deeper and wider. Truth has always been man’s burning 
passion. Truth In works of art Is the dignity of his talent 

When the Vesére trogtodyte was covering the empty 
Spaces of his animal scenes With drawings of fish, and the 
man of Laugerle Basse was representing on a stag horn a 
Vibiant hunting scenela which a happy youth with unkempt 
halr, expressive face, and naked body—followed by full- 
breasted, high-hipped women—shoots his arrow at an 
enraged and terfled stag, the sedentary American was 
already Impressing grape leaves or cane stalks upon the 
soft clay of his vessels, of marking Imperfect Ilnes With the 
polnt of a shell upon his objects of clay, afien Inlald with 
colored shells and dried In the sun 

These first relies of Ameican man have been found In 
guano beds covered by a deep layer of earth and dense 
overgrowth, although never among metal objects of animals 
of the Quatesnary peilod. And since these poor specimens 
of a nalve art ale covered by earth as deep, and underbrush 
as tangled, as the layers that now permit us to see only 
short stretches of the palaces with carved and palnted walls 
that belonged to the flerce and glorious men of the Mayapan 
emplre. lt Is Impossible io assume that the American of 
those tlmes had little anistic Instincl. As our eyes can cdeaily 
see, we must admit that there were refined and historic 
peoples of great wealth as well as primitive and savage 
peoples living in the same age. Now this very day when 
locomotives rush through the ali, and a rock that Is 
objectionable to man can be broken Inio Invisible atoms 
like drops of tequlla tossed high out of a glass, are these ace 
nat some barbaric elbes still carving flint, digging up 
boulders, worshiping idols, Inscrbing pictagraphs, making 
Statues of pdests of the sun, this very day? The human splrt 
has nat been developed along ngid areas of zones, or asa 
meie walking emanation of a slate of the eanh, ar as a 
flower of geclogy, let them say what they will. Men being 
born In the forests now, In the midse of this advanced 
geological condition, are still fighting animals. {lving by 


3l 


hunting and Ashing, hanging strings of pebbles around thelr 
necks, carving stone, horn and antler, golng naked with 
unkempt halr, like the hunters of Laugerle Basse, Ike the 
elegant warrors on Iberlan manuments, like the Inglonous 
savages of the Affican capes, Ske all men In thelr primitive 
stages. Man's $pidi—the splat of each IndiMdual—contalns 
all the ages of Nature. 

Rocks existed before the knotted cords of the Peruvians. 
and the porcelain necklaces of the Araucanlans, and the 
palnted parchments of Mexico; and the salemn forests were 
the first records of the events, fears, glories, and bellefs of 
the Indlan peoples. For palniing or carving thelr symbats 
they always chose the most beautiful and Impasing places. 
the pdestly places of Nature. They reduced everything to 
action and symbal. Although expressive In themselves, as 
soon as the land suffered an earthquake, or the lakes 
overflowed, of the people moved to a new location, or the 
nation waa Invaded, they looked for a smoath-surfaced rock 
and carved, Inscribed or palnted the event on granite and 
with slenna. They had no use for stone that was crumbly ar 
pershable. Among the aris of pimitive peoples who show 
degrees of inaccuracy similar to that found In American art, 
nothing can compare to it In quantity, eloquence, boldness, 
Onginality, and ornamentation. These Ameilcans stoad at 
the dawn of sculpture, but al the high noon of architecture 
In eatly Ilmes when they had to carve stone. they Ilmited 
themselves to line alone; but once thels hand ran flee with 
drawing and the use of color, they worked In rellef, overlald, 
chased, embroidered, and decorated everything. And when 
they dullt houses, it hurt thelr eyes to have a single area of 
paving or roofing that did not display a curled plume, a 
warnor's crest, a bearded old man. a moon, sun, serpent, 
crocodile, macaw. jaguar, a flower with huge and stylized 
leaves. of a torch, cafved on the surface of the stone or on 
the head ofa timber. And thelr monumental stone walls are 
ofa dcherand more exalted workmanship than the subtlest 
work of an expert weaver of texilles. le was a noble and 
Impatient breed of men, Ike one who begins lo read a 
book at the end. They by-passed ihe small and were alicady 
an thelr way to the large. Love for adornment was always a 
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gitt of the sons of America, and they excelled because of It; 
$0 too Is It responsible for making the Ackle chasacter, the 
prematuie palltics and the ornate IIteratuie of the Amenean 
natlons somewhat offensive. 

The shapeless dalmens of Wales do not approach the 
beauty of Tetzcontzingo, Copan and Quirigua, or the profuse 
wealih of carvings at Uxmal and Mitta: nor do ihe harsh 
drawings In which ihe Norwegians tell of thels voyages: nor 
do these vague, Indecisive, and tImid Ilnes used by the 
enlightened peoples of southern Italy ta palnt the man of 
pdmitive times. What Is the intelligence of American man If 
not a chalice open to the sun by a apedial dispensation of 
Nature? Some peoples search, like the Germanic; other build, 
like the Saxon: others understand, Ike the French, still others 
excel] In the use of colar, Ilke the |tallan; none but the man 
of America, however, can to so great an extent be dressed 
with natural cdloihes, as It were, by the ceitaln concept of a 
facile, brilliant and marvelaus pageantry. Only peoples !n 
thels Infancy—for not all of them take shape In the same 
way, and a few centudes are not enough to forma peaple— 
only those In a state of emergence were susceptible to the 
attack of the vallant congulstador who, with the subtle 
cunning of an old opportunist, could discharge his ponderous 
weapons among them—a hlistoiic misfortune and a natural 
cime. The slender stalk was forced to remaln erect so that 
the entire and full-fledged wok of Nature might then be 
seen In all lts beauty. The conquistadors stole a page from 
the unlversel Those native Americans were the ones who 
called the Milky Way the «highway of souls1; the ones for 
Whom the unlverse was filled with the Great Spit whose 
breast contalned all light, with the ralnbow crowned as If by 
a plumed crest, enclicled as If with colossal pheasants, the 
proud comets patading the spits of the stars between the 
drowsing sun and the matloniess mountain. Those were 
the peaple who could nat, like the Hebrews, Imagine a 
woman made out of a hone and man out of mud. but who 
concelved of both as born at ane and the same time from 
the seed of the palm tice! 


£a Ameéjfica. New York, April 1884 
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InNtRAMT TEACHERS 


«But haw would you establish that system of Itinerant 
teachers that we have not seen mentioned in any back on 
education and you recammended In the last year’s numbes 
of La Amevica, which | have hefore me?: An enthuslastic 
gentleman from Santo Domingo tespecifully asks us this 
question. 

We will tell him bdefly that 111s an Important matter, but 
nat how to accomplish it. 

There is a heap of essential truths that can ft upon the 
wings of ahummingbild, and yei lhey ate the key to nallonal 
peace, to spiritual advancement. and 10 the greatness of 
one’s country. 

Men must be kept In the knowledee of the land and of 
the durabil!ty and transcendence of life 

Men must live In the peaceful, natural. and Inevitable 
state of Freedom, the way they live enjoying alr and light. 

A nation In which a taste for wualth and a knowledge of 
the sweetness, needs, and pleasures of life do not develop 
equally Is condemned to death. 

Men must know the composition, entichment, changes, 
and applications of the matenal elements from whose 
development they deilve the healthful pride of one who 
works directly with Nature, the bod'ly strength denved flam 
contact with the forces of the land, and the hanest and 
secure wealth produced by Its cult vation. 

Men néed someone to stir thelr compassion often, to 
make thelr tears aw, and to give thelr souls the supreme 
benefit of feellng generous; for, through the wonderful 
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compensation of Nature, whoever gives of himself, grows: 
and whoever Withdraws within himself, Ilves for small 
pleasures, |s afraid to share them with others, and thinks 
only of greedily satisfying his own appetites, Is gradually 
changing from a man Into pure solitude, carryingtn his heart 
all the gray halt of winter time. He becomes within, and 
appears to others—an Insect. 

Men grow. they grow physically and visibly. when they 
learn something, when they begin ta possess something, 
and when they have done some good. 

Only fools or egolsts talk about misfortune. Happiness 
exists on earth, and It can be won by maans of ihe prudent 
exercise of reason, the knowledge of universal harmony, 
and the constant practice of generosity. He wha seeks It 
elsewhere will not find It, for, after having drained all the 
cups llfe has to offer, only In the aforementloned ones oil 
he find flavor. It Is a legend of the Spanish American lands 
thal at the bottom of anclent cups these was a picture of 
Christ, so that when one of (hem was dralned, people sald: 
«Until we meer, my Lordi For at the bottom of those cups 
a heaven unfolded—serene and fragrant, endless and 
overfowing with tenderness! 

Being good Is the only way af being happy. 

Being cultured Is the onty way of being free. 

With human nature In géneral, however, to be good one 
has to be prosperaus. 

And the only open raad to a canstant and facile prasperity 
Is that of knowing, cultivating, and profiding from the 
Inexhaustlble and Indefatigable elements of Nature. Nature, 
unlike men, is not jealous. Uniike men, she has no hates or 
fears. She does not bar the way ta anyone because she has 
no fear of anyone. Men will always need the praducts of 
Nature. And since every reglon produces only certaln 
Products, Its trade will always be kept active, thus assuring 
wealth and freedam from want for all peoples. 

So now there Is no need to engage In a causade to 
reconquer the Holy Sepulcher. Jesus did nor die In Palestine; 
he Is alive In every man. Most men have gone thraugh life 
half asleep. They ate and diank bul learned nothing about 
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themselves. Now ane must go on a crusade to reveal to 
men thelr own natutes, and glve them, vith plaln and 
practical sclentific knowledge, the personal Independence 
that forties a man’s kindliness and elves dse to the piide 
and decency of being an amiable creature and a living thing 
in the great unlveise. 

This, then, Is what the teachers must take to the rural 
areas. Nol merely explanations In the fleld of agdculture 
and mechanical Implements, but the tenderness which Is 
so lacking In men and does them so much good. 

The farmer cannot leave his work to go many miles to 
see some Incomprehensible geometric figures, to learn the 
names of capes and dveis and peninsulas In Afiica, and to 
be provided with empty didacic terms. The farmer's children 
cannot leave the paternal farm and day after day go mile 
after mile to learn Latin dectensions and short division. And 
yei the farmers comprise the most valuable, healthful, and 
ied-dloaoded segment of the papulatlon, because they 
tecelve directly and In full measure the emanations and the 
affable telationship with the soll from whose filendiy 
intercourse they live. Citles are the minds of natlons; but 
thelr hearts, from where the mass of blood Is sent In all 
directions, are In the countryside. Men are still mechanical 
eaters and the shrines of woiry. We must make every man 
a farch., 

For we are proposing nathing less than a new religion 
with its new presis! We ate desaiblng nothing less than 
the misslons by means of which the new era will soon begin 
to spread Its relighon! The world Is changing: the regal prestly 
vestments, so necessary In the mystical ages of man, are 
lylag upon thelr deathbed. Religion has not disappeared, It 
has been teansformed. Above the affilction Into which a 
study of the detalls and slow evalution of human history 
plunges observers, one can see that men are growing, and 
thac they have alieady climbed halfway up jacob's ladder; 
what beautiful poems are In the Bible! If huddled upon a 
mountain peak ane suddenly glances at human progress, 
one Will see that people have never loved each ather as 
they do now, that In spite of the painful disorder and abo- 
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minable selfishness, to which a momentary absence of 
ultimate heliefs and falth In Eternal Tiuth Is leading the 
Inhabitants of this transitory age, the benevolence and 
Impetus io expand, now burning In everyone, wil! never be 
of greater concern to human belngs than they are today. 
They have stood up Ilke frends who knew one another and 
wanted to meet and moved fornvatd to a mutually happy 
encounter. 

We walk upan the waves, and, tossed about and caught 
In their swirling motion we fall to see, and penurded by 
thelr actlon do not stop to examine, the forces that mave 
them. But when the sea Is calm, we can rest assured that 
the stars will be neater to the earth. Man will finally sheathe 
his sword of battle In the sunl 


The foregoing Is what we could call the spidt of Itinerant 
teachers. Flow happy the peasants would be if some good 
man arilved now and then to teach them things they did 
not know, and with the warmth af a communicative manner 
leave In thelr splilis the quletude and dignity that always 
remain after seelng an honese and loving manl Instead of 
talking about cattle breeding and crops, there would be an 
occasional discussion—untl! the subject could be covered 
canstantly—of whal the teacher taughi, of the curous 
Implements he brought them, of a simple way to cultlvate 
the pariicular plant they have been working so hard to 
develop, of what a fine good man the teaches Is. Because 
he makes them impatlent, they would talk about when he 
would come again so they might ask him what has been 
occuring ta them ever since they began to acqulre 
knowledge: for helt minds have been expanding Incessantly, 
and they have started to Ihink. How happy all of them would 
be ta leave theli hoes and shovels, and, filled with curlosity, 
take refuge In the teacher's campalgn (enti 

Extensive courses obviously could not be given, but If 
thelr propagators made a through study, they could certalnly 
sow and cultivate the seeds of thelrideas. They could awaken 
the appetite far knowledge and be encouraging 
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And this would be a sweet Intrusion, canled out 1 
agreement with what |s a common cancern of ihe human 
soul; for since the feache: would Instruct (he peasants In 
practical and profitable things In a gentle mannez, those 
peasants would gradually and without effort absorb a body 
of knowledge which begin by flattering and serving the 
Interests. Far whoever attenspts to make men better must 
not disregard thelr evil passions; he must consider these as 
an extremely Imporsant factor and sce jo It Ihat he does nat 
work agalnst them, but rather fot them. 

Instead of sending pedagogues thraugh the rural areas, 
we would send conversatlonalists; Instead of pompous 
schoolmasters, Instructed people sesponsive to the doubts 
presented to them by the Ignosant, of responsive to the 
questions prepaied for when those people shauld arrive 
They would observe when the farmers made mistakes In 
agricultural procedure, or when they overlooked some sort 
of wealth that could be developed, so they could be 
Infarmed of these things and at ihe same time told how to 
remedy them. 

In shot, 11 is necessary to engage In a campalgn of 
gentleness and knowledge, and give the farmers a body— 
nat yet In existence—of inissicnary teachels, 

The Itinerant school Is the only kind that can ellminate 
peasant lgncrance 

And In the rutal areas as svell as ia the citles, it ls urgent 
lo replace stedle and indirect back tearning with the direct 
and fruitful knowledge of Nature. 

Itls urgent to open normal schools for practical teachers, 
lo then scatter them oves the valleys, mountalas and outlying 
regions, much as the Amazonian Indlans tell us that to create 
inen and women Father Amallvaca scattered Ihe seeds cf 
mirity palin over all ihe easthl 

Time is wasted upon elementary l!terary education, fos It 
creates people asptdng to pernicious and frultiess values, 
The establishment of a fundamental scientific education Is 
as necessary as ihe sun. 


La Anverica, New York, May | B84 
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THe Uneeto States Virw or MExko 


New York, June 23, 188? 


Distinguished dliector of Ff Partido Libera 


It was at night, as Is usual In ihese cases, when tn a 
conference room In one of New Youk’s leading hoicls the 
directors of the American Annexation League and the 
delegates from Its many branches met In solemn conclave 
to make an Inventory of theli forces and show thelr power 
to the mystedous representailves seni to ihe League by 
the annexationist tetrtorles of Canada They were also there 
to honor the president of the «Company for the Occupation 
and Development of Northern Mexdco>, Colonel Cutting. 
Presiding was Colonel Gibbons, a well-known lawyer, Many 
Canadians were present, In addillon to ihe delegates of the 
League— whose Immediate objective Is «ta take advantage 
of any civil stdfe In Mexica. Honduras, as Cuba In order ta 
act quickly and assemble an army.» But mo one was there 
from Honduras, Cuba, o1 Mexico. «The occasion may soon 
come.» said the president, «lt ls cemain to come at any 
moment.. «Honduras tac?s asked a novice. «Oh yes: look 
at Byrne's map. Handuras has a fot of mines. «Don't let 
them underestimate us,» sald a speaker, ewe know what 
we have behind us; Walker staried with less thlity years 
ago! All we must do Is be careful not ta end the way he 
did. 

The Annexation League was established nine years ago. 
and today, with branches In several states of the Republic, It 
numbers over ten thousand membets ready ta «march to 
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the colors.» «Good people,» says one of the reports. sand 
hard to restialn, but the Umes are nat yet dpe for an Isolated 
and Independent attack.» Delegates from each of the 
Ametican Annexation League's numerous branches tread 
this report. and these documents, together with the 
delegates’ veibal comments. give the League confidence 
In that heavy-shouldeced cur who !s sa Impatient for war 
and plunder. There Is always such a man springing up In 
sirong and densely populated natlons, jus! as polsonous 
mushrooins spring up in the choicest trees. The people feel 
duty bound to mun to the first powerful volce. Far from lacking 
members, the League's branches have tao many, It Is sald. 
and they aie organized Ilke a reserve army. 

Special delegates have come for this Important gathenng 
from all of southern and eastern Canada— delegates of no 
little note, slnce two of them are deputies In the Bominion’s 
pallament. And how can one take the League's endeavars 
entirely Iightty. at least ln regard to what li ls doing In Canada. 
when at ihe same ilme as a spedal convention is belng 
held to declare Its relations to (he nelehbaring country, and 
to confer with Its representatives, the Democratic 
newspapers the Suaand the Were ate asking the party ta 
add to Its platform the League's plans foi annexing Canada 
to the Unlted States? And ithe othe: newspapers arc no! 
even talsing thelr eyebrows In New Brunswick not a single 
dtlzen wants to be Engfish, according to one of the depulles, 
and all of Manitoba Is annexatlon-minded, 

«Why nat Mexico.: another newspaper inquired of the 
Sun, «since It Is so close and just as necessary to us as the 
Deminion of Canada?: 

«We must not covet Mexico,: the Suna responded, «for 
lis annexatlon would be violent, immaterial, and 
contempuble. Furlhermore, we would find It cumbersome 
decause Mexico's Insiltutlans, language, and race aie nol 
ours. and there would be no way of arriving ata beneficial 
assimilation. In Canada, on the other hand, the people come 
from the English, ike ourselves; they speak English, lke 
ourselves, and the country desires fusion with our Republic, 
as do we with It.» That very statement was made by the 
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Canadlans at the meetilng—the Canadians, who are known 
by number Instead of name so thelr nallve government will 
not accuse them of treason. 

But regardless of the Importance of this mader, the 
conference consideted It fess so than the presence of Colonel 
Cutting. «He Is coming, It was whispered. «to unite the 
forces of the Annexation League with those of ihe Company 
for the Occupation and Develapment af Naithern Mexico.» 
«Yes, Ihat's why: he's working hatd on the project. The two 
associations aré golng to ho!d ane meeting: «Where?» an 
Niagara Falls.» «Oh, on the Canadian border?» «Then what Is 
the flist thing on the agenda, Canada or Mexico?» 

And ir the midst of these comments, all true and to the 
polnt, and after Cutting had tied to stlr up hatred with the 
perfidious picture he palnted of his Imprisonment In 
Mexico—which hardly managed to give the Invading 
coinpany a good pretext—he began explaining to the mee- 
Ung how the «company’s forces: were organized. The mee- 
ting lent him a responsive ear His statements should be 
repeated, and ail the newspapers are piinting them. He 
sald that the company’s saldlers belong to different states, 
but that most of them come from the South because It Is 
Nearer 10 them: that fifleen thousand of them are now 
mobilized; that the company's objective Is to dispossess 
Mexico of its nomhern states, especially Sonora, Callfornla, 
Chihuahua, and Coahulla; that «its people: are tded and 
{tue, slicng and fearless, adventurous and already embarked 
On such undertakings. In short, he sald what cannot be so, 
that Nuevo Lean and Tamaulipas—llke a san who has Just 
killed hls mother because she Insisted upon making him go 
of hls own free Will—are prepared to be taken over by the 
United States. And he made the Idloile statement that If the 

overnment were overthrown, many Mexicans would lend 
thelr support to the Invasion In spite of thelt hatred far the 
North, He Is about to call a general preparatory meeting in 
New Orleans 

A Niagara Falls hore! has already been selected for the 
general meeting. Cutting looks out for his personal comfort. 
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Now he Insists on publicizing and disseminating everything 
favorable to Mexico, so that when [hese bandits ralse thelr 
heads In either place, people will be neither Indifferent nor 
Inclined In his favor, but wil feel that his restraint comes 
from his conscence: all of which cannot succeed without 
quickly selzing every occasion to Inspire respect In anyone 
who, with his efforts or his purse o¢ his Indifference, can be 
antagonistic. Are not Lincoln's historlans this very minute 
recounting how turbulenc spidts from the frontier have been 
stlnuing up the fire year after year, making scattered farays, 
and how they have finally brought about the war between 
South and North, of which they were the whip and the 
vanguard? Polsoned armows are only atiows, but they can 
kill. And It ls good to recognize them and take precautions 
against thelr uge.... 
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THE ARGLNTING Resueuic as ViewD mom TH! Uniep Siars 
An Article in Hasoer's Monthly 


New Yark, Octaber 22, 1987 


Distingulshed director of £4 Ataclon: 


lor the past two year here the US. newspapers have 
shown a marked deslre to know the counties and resources 
of our America, for they consider It a necessary If not an 
obllgatory fleld for the surplus products of Nomh American 
industdes— provided that these Investigations of wealth and 
customs are nat swayed by the cordial enlhuslasm which 
insplres love for aur couneous and gentlemanly counties, 
and Induces us to make sacilfices 1o pay the proper Interest 
for It. On the contrary. they study and chronicle us with 
merely a hasty glance and with obvious I{l-humar, Ilke an 
Impovershed nobleman In the predicament of asking a fa- 
vor of someane he does not regard as his equal. That Is 
why, since most of our American cauntries are truly admi- 
rable for having dimbed fram the mosi obscure and adverse 
orgins In the face af abstacdes deadly to thelr present 
conditlon, not a day passes when these ignarant and scornful 
Newspagers do not treat us like tAvial [lt_le natlons lacking 
In transcendence, as farcica! natlons, as petty repubiles 
without knowedge o: abliity. as «nations with unsteady 
legs.» to quote Charles Dudley Wainer when he spoke of 
Mexico yesterday— ‘The dregs of a degenerate clviiizatian 
with neliher viillity mo: purposel: 

This Watnei deserves to have someone pull out the hairs 
of his beard, as In the days of ihe Cidl It Is a plty, because to 
tell the truth he writes with a certaln warmth, precdslon, and 
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vivacity, rare everywhere! Clvilizatlon In Mexico, as 
everywhere In our Ameiica, Is not decaying: It ls beginalng 
lf Wall have the character of our nature, the character of the 
pampas and the ondu'tree. Clvilizatian In our Amarca has 
been built upon a basket of polsonous snakes, wih a strength 
which wil shine in the future Ike columns of light, with a 
handful of glardous men, martlal apostles, encyclopedic 
minds, and |lherated unlversity graduates. 

What has Mexican civiilzatlon become but the heralc 
slruggle of a few analnied ones against the inert millions, 
agalnst the prdvileged able to protect themselves from 
treason and from selling their republic to the foreigner? What 
civiilzatlon did Mexico inherdt—did our entire America 
Inhert—when she alieady had courage of her own to de 
clare herself free? Out lands have done more to cilmb ta 
where they are than did the United States when she 
continued falling, perhaps In essenttals, fram the wonder of 
her onlgins. 

Dudley Warner sees the detalls dearly, but of what use ls 
it If he falls ta see things affectlonately? What he loves he 
depicts well—celesdal lakes, magalficent cultivated fields, 
choruses of mountalns wrapped In misty vells Ike virgins: 
but med does not reside In that, since to be falr he needs 
only to overcome his andpathy, If he has any, and to falthhulty 
descelbe, as If he wanted to, what by his nature he dislikes. 
Not that all is good, or that the evil which one sees should 
be dissembled, for natlons are not created with cosmetics, 
nor do they take pleasure In contemplating thelr beauty In 
the qulet waters of a fountaln; but all must be treated 
Impartally, and along with the real one must see the 
jusdAcation and study things In thelr ailgins and meanings, 
not In thelr mere appeatances What If this country here 
were to be judged by Its outer shell, and Its mistakes not 
regarded with the compassion and reason needed ta forgive 
them! Warner understands Nature; In spite of hls form, 
however, he ls a narrow-minded witer who does not know 
how to put himself Into the shoes of another race, tke the 
man Ia the Indian stary who, because he was held down by 
the foot of an elephant. malntalned that everyihing was an 
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elephant feol. Over and above the quesilon of taces, which 
Influence nothing but character, Iles the essentlal human 
spidt which dominates and unlfles them. Their emperors, 
looking down [lke Emerson from an eminence and seelng 
the entlre panorama, possess the Ideas, and thelr second 
Neurenants, mindful of the small matters of thelr squad, want 
everything modeled after that panorama. 

Unsteady legs Indeed! Davids have done more than 
Gollaths. San Martin Is not known for having welghed as 
much as a mountain. Bolivar was hardly any heavier than 
his sword. The priest Hidalga reached some hundred and 
thirty pounds. Unsteady legs Indeed! Precisely thus was the 
guide who look a certain Iraveles fiarn Acapulco to Mexico 
Cty, the guide who ended his trek with the large sum of 
moncy stlll safe In the pouch hung from his belt. That guide 
Was of tender years and sparse flesh, very lean and long- 
legged. Aut since a corpulent Frenchman who Joined the 
caravan had persisted In punching him and making fun of 
him when he arrived, and flourishing his saber and 
challenging his bravery because he thought him weak, the 
boy !eaped from his team of horses with such a bound that 
everyone cansideied him a glant, especially the Frenchman, 
who put up hls saber as soon as he saw the boy's eyes—s50 
fiery that there was no way to make him continue hls Journey 
unt the Frenchman dismounted and accepted his challenge 
to a duel. That boy's legs did not scem «unsteady: to the 
Frenchman! 

Almost always preceded by a reputation fos the country's 
Natural wealth, myopic arilcles about Guatemala have 
appeared In monthly magazines especially: for with 
fepreachable polltics Guatemala 1s now offering het alllance 
to the United States In exchange for the latier's misuse of 
Its fearful Influence upon Mexico so that the Mexican 
government permit the Guatemalan goveinment to act as 
a major and absolute power among the Central Amencan 
counties which Guatemala regards as her natural spoils. 
These countries are Costa Rica, an extremely Industrlous 
bechlve Inspiring affection for the frlendliness of her 
Inhabltants, the Aesarniticos as they are called la Cential 
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America, the respect for her Industry and diligence; Hondu- 
ras, talsing her wise and meaningful younger generation In 
the gold and sllve: mines which ate cropping up everywhere 
on the surface of the earth the way hot ashes make kernels 
of coin burst open Into snowy flowers: Colombia, mounted 
upon gold, her ample basom confined by a cotsele! of 
emeralds, het mind, unfortunately filled with jargon, fanned 
by the broad wings of Muzo's blue butterfiles; Chile, «the 
country of the South American Yankee: where Eleroy Curtis, 
secrelary of the fying North Amerdcan cornmisslon which 
traveled through our countdes two years ago, saw «St. Luca 
Dive, the most beaudful place | have ever “sited. a country 
whose people he considered «the most active, enterprising 
and Ingenlous of Spanish Amencans—yet aggressive, bold. 
attogant, Wise, rancorous, naturally ferociaus, and cold- 
blooded,» mixing his virtues and defects in this account and 
in what Is not discussed here. In such a way that the latter 
fralls Gutnumber the former. 

And Harper's Magazine, which among the Illustrated 
perlodicals justly clalms the pasitlon of stubbarn 
representailve of the eagle: like spidt of Nosth America, has 
ihls very day pubilshed a respectful study of «the other end 
of the hemisphere.» of Argentina and Uniguay where a 
poorly controlled astonishment! leaves the writer--f leroy 
Curtis himself—na space for censure. 

We can guess the stupor of the commissloners when he 
disembarked In Buenos Altes and that unexpected and now 
dreaded greatness appeared «upon the shaulders of a 
tempestuous ltallan.s And the superficial writer, who 
conveyed such an Impression of all other American countries 
that ¢ven the most prosperous among them turned aut to 
be half barbaric and deformed, sees nothing In Buenos Al- 
res but the gaucho exglidng upon his multicalored poncho 
In the service of a magical and powerful nation. 

The study contalns Iltile literature; dut iis very nakedness 
enhances Its effect and is his best choice, since fram ihe 
abruptness of the opening passages he reveals ihe feat and 
imposes the respect which In his judgement Argentina 
deserves from a country which «disregards her disgracefully.+ 
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With present-day costs of production and transportation In 
the United States, however, ethe Argentineans will end by 
throwing us out of the grain and provender markets.» 

And there is something of the prize fightez's swinelng of 
arms in that avalanche of statistical contiasts. The author |s 
no longer concerned, as he was in the rest af the countres 
he visited, «whether the Costa Rican goes barefoot. true 
only of some juckless peasant: or Il In Santiago de Chile 
people are left to die of cold In thelr houses. huddled In 
thelt anlma skins around a cansumpiive braziet. What ought 
to concern you, Imbeciles. Is that «it costs us fifty dollars ta 
put a Chicago-cured steer In London, and !t costs them 
twenty-five; that they began exporting graln five years ago 
and soon are going to take away the Biazilan graln market, 
Just as Chile has taken the Pacific market from us. Yaur 
concern shauld be thai with thelr almost totally arable land, 
deep rivers, and impatient railroads. the natlons of la Mata 
have advantages greater than those of any other natlon on 
the globel: 

And with Cato’s astonishment at the end of his speech, 
with a continuous and almost angry pralse which Is gradually 
arousing the attendon of his proud but letharele compainots, 
Instead of entertalning himself by describing statues and 
bulldings, Instead of atlempting lo wilte unfortunate 
rudimentary sketches of the merely political histary of our 
sublime struggle ¢o reach an agreement (wih a generosity 
and enthusiasm difficult for other races fo understand) 
between our supersiiilous and pimiilve populailon and our 
magnificent and virtuous Ideals; instead of loudly ddicullng 
the laughable customs which we may be preserving only 
because of that tender respec! of a loyal grandchild for the 
dotave of his kindly old peaple=-thls Is what Cuitls tells ihe 
North Americans: «Do noi tnist that uninhabitable Patagonia, 
for |t is as basen as oui gieat desen. Our population Is 
Increasing by 79 percent and their by 154. You belleve that 
our Minneapolls Is (he most rapidly growing diy In the woitd, 
but Buenos Alres ls growing much mote rapidly than 
Minneapolls. Wheelwright from Pennsylvania founded theli 
first rallroad, Halsey from New Jersey thelr first cattle ranch, 
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Hale from Boston the first commission house to open the 
doors to forelgn trade.s But they are of such Aber that not 
only do they Imilate our methods but Improve upon them, 
and we are of such fiber that while England sends three 
hundred and nine steam vessels down there In a single 
year, the United States, enticed by an annual subsidy of ane 
hundred thousand dollars, which we did not decide io ma- 
tch, sent not a one. The tefrgerated meat company of 
London and ia Plata ls now becoming an enctmous 
commercial octopus which will monopollze the meat busl- 
ness the way our Standard Ojl Co. is monopolizing the 
petroleum business, And when that nation which Is a century 
ahead of any other Spanish American country, whose cliles 
have more telephones and elecitl< lights than ours (and we 
Invented them), whose Intelilgent zeal is adopting every 
useful idea or method, whose schaals outnumber ours, 
whose animal wealth and reladve wealth Is greatec than our 
own, whose tentacles of luxutlous rallraads reach so 
successfully acioss the endre continent that we here might 
well be envious; when Patagenla—firom where the Indian 
has fled ilke the ostedch—!s populated by the herds of cattle 
now overruaning It: when trade and iraffle and the Pacific 
mines are belng biought down to Patagonia Via the nornhern 
talliaad--then Buenos Alres will be a London and New 
York combined. Then the constancy of that Latin natlon will 
have crected, agains! Nalure herseif, a populous emponum, 
a new sister marvel, on the Aver banks which its founder 
Mendoza selected fo: the site cf the dty with more haste 
than wisdom, thinking about war rather that work. That 
country Is no longer the «Argentine Confederacy,» as our 
geography textbooks persist In stupidly calling it, but a 
Natlon—Nation with a capital N like our own: «One and 
Indivisible,» and Wnlted we stand, divided we fall. and 
everything else we ate pleased to call ourselves. The 
Argentine Republic Is all of this; referring to It In any othe 
manner ls to hurt the patdots who have made Ii what It Is 
with thelr blood. and to make a mockery of oui own 
Intelligence. 

Just as the stark account of Darwin's voyage on the frigate 
Berge is sometimes, through the Influence of the sincere 
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author's American charm, as epic as our resplendent natlve, 
as bright as a fresh, shining, and almost fragrant Black—so, 
by Its effect upon this cold and uneven namator, by the 
order and poetry infusing It, by the antiquated style of beauty 
It acquired with lis descriptive tanguage, the primililve 
elements-~plcturesque iike everyiting grandlose— with 
Which thai new natlan has been built, are Indicated more 
successfully than by rhetodcal eagerness or mercenary 
ecstasy. At times he depicts the pastoral, in the tireless yet 
tender gaucho «devouring space, half savage and half gen- 
tleman,: pratecting as If she were a wife the widow of the 
man who pald with his life for the crime of defeating him In 
the pampas festivities. At ather (mes ane Is shown the 
present-day enthusiasm which, with no mase historlcal 
assistance than native Incenlive, bridles dvets, bullds clfles 
where grass grew, causes envy for natlons so Umuausly 
that It hides ihelt vices from the hostile forelgner, and covers 
the marvelous plains with a people warhy of them. 


The pleasing pecullarities most atiactlve ta him as a 
traveler embellish his aride, In which lacomotives are 
bargained for, Jjoaded ships come and go, and the last band 
of Indlans Is locked up With Homeric simolicity. And even 
In Ihls we notice how the observer |s dominated by the 
amazement of finding even In the lowly and populas aspect 
of the Argentinean the only canditian inspiring the North 
American with respect: opulence. «What family do yau come 
from?: 1s the first question a Philadelphian asks of anyone 
secking lodgings in the clty. In Baston they ask: «What do 
you know?: New Yorkers ask: «How much money do you 
have?» New York has now absorbed the entire natlon, and 
in every corner of it there Is but ane question: «blow much 
money do you have? Eleroy Curtis Is not attracted to the 
works of art adoining the public squares. but to the spurs 
and stirrups of heavy silver, to the silver silpper where tha 
Argentine Amazon nestles her small foot, to the feather 
tunics plucked from ostriches, snow disappeasing, ilke our 
buffalo,» ¢o the vicuna poncho «as costly as a camel hals 
shawl.» «The Argentine poncho is a magnificent thing. he 
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says, cand | hape some New York dandy will set the fashion 
by wearing one, for never was there a better or more graceful 
wrap! The farmer goes to his ranch In a Pullman car Instead 
of on a horse welghed down with silwer-studded fiappings, 
and talks to his head overseer by telephone, and slaughters 
his catde by electric light.» «A theater seat costs slx pesos.s 
«ln Buenos Alres there are banks cleaiing mare money than 
almost any othets on earth, and they occupy palaces of 
Iron, glass, and marble.« «Thelr credit ls good and thelr bonds 
are above par.» He praises, admires, and treats everything 
With great respect, although at the pace of a traveler; and 
expressing his unexpected impressions In concrete terms 
and with abvious concentration, he puts aside the 
presumption which makes the man flam Noth America 
stand out as unlque among people. and predicts that the 
comlng generailon—tiralned as In the United States to give 
the counlry useful men and women—will erase the last 
remalns of Spanish domination. And after loyally 
summarizing the llberal and sensible laws of the Republic, 
he declares that although Brazil, bullt upon diamands, takes 
precedence over Itin effeminate and unculluied Inhabltanss, 
and although Chile «dls becaming vain due to the devastation 
of Peru,: Argentina ls «he most prosperous of all, ihe natlan 
whose religlous and civil IIbertles are best estabilshed, and 
the ane which Is bullding the foundations af natlonal 
greatness mast carefully and successfully.» 


La Nacfén Buenos Alres, December 4, 1887 
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THE WASHINGION INTERKATIONAL CONGRESS 


its History, fits Hements and its Trends 


l 
New York, November 2, 1889 


Distinguished director of La Neddn: 


«Pan-Americans,: Says one newspaper; «Clay's dream, 
says another: a third, «The right Influence:; a forth, «Not yet; 
a fifth. «Steamers to South Americas; a sixth, «Manifest 
destiny:; a seventh, «The Gulfls ours.1 And stil! others: «That 
congress!,: «The subsidy hunters,: «Facts against slates, 
‘Alalne’s congress,s «The biead parade,» «Blalne’s myih.s 
The parade of de‘egates Is ending and the sessions of the 
International Congress are about ta hegin Neverin America, 
from its Independence to the present, has there been a 
matler requiring more good judgment or mare vigilance, 
or demanding a dearer and more thorough ¢xaminatlon, 
than the invitation which the powerful Unlted States. glutted 
Mth unsaleable merchandise and determined to extend Its 
domialons In America, Is sending to the less powerful 
Amertcan nations, bound by free and useful trade to the 
European nations, In order io arrange an alllance agalnst 
Europe and cutting off transactions with the rest of the word. 
Spanish America learned how to save Itself from the tyranny 
of Spain: and now, after viewing with judiclal eyes the 
antecedents, motives, and Ingredients of the Invitatlon, It Is 
essential ta say, for I¢ Is true, that the dime has come for 
Spanish America to declare its second Independence. 

in matters of such great Interest, a false alarm would be 
as blamable as pretense. One must melther exaggerate nor 
distor’ what Is seen, mor must one remain silent on the 
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subject. Dangers must not be recognized only when they 
aré upon us, but when they can be avolded. In polltics the 
malin thing Is ta clarfy and foresee. Only a ville and 
unanimous response, for which there Is silll (me vdthout 
dsk, can free all the Spanish American natlons at one time 
from the anxiety and agitatlan—fatal In a country’s haur of 
development—In which the secular and admittedly 
predominant policy of a powerful and ambltlous neighbor, 
with the possible connivance of the weak or venal republics, 
would forever hold them. This powerful nelghbor has neves 
deslied to foster them, nor has It approached them except 
to prevent thelr expansion, as In Panama; or to take 
possession of ihels ternltory. as In Mexico, Nicatcagua, Santo 
Damingo, Halt!, and Cuba; or to cut off by Indmidation thelr 
trade With the rest of the world, as in Colambla:; or to oblige 
them, as itis now doing, to buy what It cannot sell, and to 
set up a confederacy In order to dominate them. 

Natlons must be considered In depth, far thelr roots are 
buded far befow the surface, sa that we do nat marvel at 
these seemingly sudden changes and this cohabitatlon of 
lofty virtues and rapacious talents. That humanisile and 
communicailve fieedam which can move peaples across 
snow-covered mountalns to rescue a sister nation, ar can 
induce them to die In a body, smiling under the saber, until 
the species may be led along the paths of redemptian by 
the Ilght of the hecatomb, was never a charactedstic of North 
America, nol even In the generous carelessness of its youth. 
The Duich trader, the egotistical German, and the 
domineering Englishman, together with the leayven af lordly 
cohabitation, formed the dough of the natlon that saw no 
crime In leaving a mass of men, on the pretext of the 
Ignorance In which they were kept, In slavery to thase wha 
opposed belng slaves themselves. 

The French horse at Yorktown had barety stopped frathing 
at the mouth when, with excuses of continental neutiallty, 
the nation which later, In histary’s most equltable century, 
disputed wiih Its former assistants. on the grounds of Its 
geogtiaphical predominance, the dehi to protect, In the 
continent of freedom, a neutral work of human betterment. 
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refused 10 help thase who had come to liberate [t from Its 
oppressors, and to fight against thels oppressois Offering 
No assistance except when I! was no longer needed, it saw 
atits gates the stirling war of an epic race—whlle the hand 
which wrote those pilndiples was still alive—fighting for 
Ihe panel ples of decency and freedom which the North ralsed 
as a banner against the Engilsh. Ancl when the South, freed 
on its own, Invited the Narth to the rable af fhendship, the 
North ralsed nane of the objectians it might have ralsed, 
but WiIh the lips that had Just proclalmed that no European 
monarch should have serfs In America, demanded that the 
armles of the South should abandon thell plans to redeem 
the Ametican Islands In the Gulf from serfdom under a 
European monarchy The thineen Nomhern stales had |ust 
unlied, with no less difficulty than the hybrid colonies of 
the South, and were already preventing the possible union 
of objective and spillt—so necessary lo the Southern 
peoples=-from being strengthened, as It had been, and 
can still be, with he independence of the islands placed by 
Nature to guard thei: doorstep. And when the Union did 
appear, out of the reality oftife, with the candor of the forests 
and the strength and sagacity of creatures who for covellng 
more teriitory for slaves, fought a wat for a neighborng 
country, It cul. a Coveted region out of|ts living flesh, taking 
advantage af an upheaval in the friendly country brought 
about by a cohort af Evangelists suuggiing to Impose upon 
the palsoned remnants of the European colony the dogmas 
of freedom of the nelghbors who were attacking them. And 
when, with the candor of the foresis and the strength and 
sagacity of the creatures Innaditing them, there appeated, 
out of the reality of poverty and at a dime of national 
feadjustment, a sad and kindly leader, the woodcutter LIn- 
coln. the Nosh could calmly hear a demagague advising It 
ta puichase, as a dumping ground for the armed Negraes 
who had helped It preserve the Union, the nation af fervent 
children and enthuslastic virgins who In thelr passion for 
freedom were shorly thereafie: ta go inta moutning for 
Lincoln, withaut fear of the deputies from Madild. I1 could 
hear and provide safe-conduct to the mediator about to 


53 


propase to the South to turn Its guns upon Mexico, where 
the French were a menace, and then come hack to the 
Republic laden with laurels and ihe spalls af afl the land 
fram the Rio Grande to the Isthmus. The nation of the North 
had been dreaming about these dominians from the cradie, 
with Jefferson's «Nothing would be more appropriates; with 
Adams’ «The thirteen destined states»; Wilh Clay's «Prophetic 
visions; Wth Webster's «Great Ilght of the North»; with 
Sumner's «The gurpase Is certain. and commerce tibutary:; 
wih Sewall’s statement on everyone's lips: «The entire 
continent Is yours, Without Ilmit$; with Everett's «Contl- 
nenta! unification:; with Douglas’ «Trade alllances; With 
Ingalls’ «From the Isthmus to the pole, the Inevitable results; 
Mth Blalne’s «Necessity to stamp aut the causes of yellow 
fever In Cuba.s And when a congenitally rapacious nation, 
reared in the hape and certalnty of possessing a continent, 
becomes fully so—spurred on by Ils jealousy of Lusope, 
and Its ambition to be a universal natlon, as the essentlal 
guarantees of Its future power, and a sole and obligatory 
market for the false productlon !¢ belleves must be 
malntalned, and even Increased, to keep up Ils Influence 
and high standard of {lving—then I11s urgent to put as many 
restraints on It as can be concocted, with the drcumspection 
of ideas, the rapid and skillful Increase of opposing Interests, 
ihe frank and prompt agreement of all who have similar 
ceasoans for fear, and the declatatlon of the truth, Good will 
coward free nafions endures until they betray freedom, or 
endanger that af our own county. 


Rut if these concuslons have been reached In spite of 
Individual events and fortunate eplsodes, after studying the 
selationship berween America's two nationalities ln terms 
of thelr history and their present elements, and of both the 
constant and the renewed character of the United States, it 
must not therefore be assumed that the United States holds 
nothing but aggressive and dreadful opinions upon these 
matters. The concrete case of the Congress, In which 
contradictory farces are present, should nat be seen as an 
embodiment and proof of these opinions, but rather as a 
result of the joint actlon of related domestic factors, public 
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and pdvate. And these In turn should be influenced by the 
Spanish Amedcan elements of natlonality and Interest. eliher 
resisting or submitding to them, and by the local dehts and 
opinions of the press accarding to Its declaratlons or needs. 
The press |s cliher bald In Its desires o: feline and cautlous, 
either servile and unquestioning of censonous and derisive. 
Was there no one at Blalne’s Inauguration who dated say, 
due to the decoium which mus! be shown to foreigners, 
that his speech was like an imperial broth made aut of bits 
and pleces of the harangues of the Marquls of Lansdowne 
and Henry Clay? Once this courtesy truce had been 
surmounted, however, the press showed Its healthy varety, 
and one discovers that the resistance Imposed by modesty 
and Intesrest, In the face of extemporancous and vicient 
attempts at fuslon, has as natural allles the privileges of 
thase focal Industres which such fusion will harm, and the 
countsy’s most conceptive and thoughtful newspapers. Thus 
anyone who talks honestly about this of that Idea In the 
United States, when speaking about the Congiess, Is 
completely mistaken, for ln the United States the continen- 
tal Idea prevails, particularly among the men at the helm 
taday;.bul not Without the continuous flogging of those who, 
from their seats In the wings, see In the Cangress the marked 
pressure brought to bear by the companies that salleic 
subsidies for thelr ships, or by the means used by crafty 
politidans, who know well who thelr supporters are, to defeat 
thelr rvats by favoilng both the wealihy Industdes, offering 
them the maskets they covet while dispensing with the slow 
work of commercial preparation, and the natlonal concern, 
which loaks upon England as Its Inherent enemy and rejolces 
in the same things that please the (ish masses, who wield 
Much power at the ballot box. One ought ta take Into 
consideration, then, how the Congress originated, Into what 
hands It has fallen, what its present relations with the sest 
of the country are, and what it can eventually become by 
virtue of these factors and the men who Influence the 
Cangress and who administer It. 

It all started In the guilty days when Secretary Blalne's 
pollcy in Chile and Peru ended up convicted at the bench of 
the accused, where Belmont had placed It, for Ht was patently 
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pioved thai Blain had acted as bartator for Chile over the 
affalrs of Peru, whose free agency he blocked by offering 
something which honoi and good judgement called for 
rejection, as formally It meant forelon dependence. This was 
always more to be feared than domestlie quarrels, and was 
based on the private Interest of Landreau’s businesses. 
whose avowed agent was the sald U.S. Secretary. The United 
States thoroughly discredited, through Republican 
Frelinghuysen, what «unrightfully and unwisely: had been 
ordered ta be done, while a spokesman In the other's house, 
by Republican Blalne, disturbed and weakened the defeated 
with promises he was never io keep, or cared the poison 
of ambittan. He gave the victors the dght to disregard an 
Intervention which lacked thelr defenses, and to the charge 
of belng mercenary he added that of being an Invader of 
American ilghets. Consclentlous pollticilans Ilve on the 
cantinuaus reputation of thels Infegrity and uillity, which 
exempts them from dazzfing maneuvers or unnecessary acts 
of dadng, Bul those who do not have thls excellence and 
authority In the eyes of theli courtry resort. for thels luster 
and Influence, to hidden complicity With the well-to-do. 
and to bold and flattering innovations. This woolng of the 
populace must be watched, for the actlons of ihese pollidans 
‘eveal what ihe populace wants. The Industdes were already 
prarected In thelr difiicullles with oveiproductlon, and were 
demanding a policy to help them sell, and ships to carry 
theli merchandise at the expense of the natian. The 
steamship Ilnes, on condiilon ihat they be relmbussed, 
advance subsfanilal sums to the partes In times of need, 
and sure of thelr prey demanded the subsidies pronvsed ta 
ihem In private. The Panama Canal gave those who had not 
been able to open It the chance to prevent «decrepit Eurape: 
fiom opening it, or a chance to imitate the pollcy of «decrepit 
Europes In Suez and wall for others ta finish It so they could 
éndele It. Those Involved wih Landreau’s guano saw the 
possibility of converting the natien's Secretary of State's 
office ta thelr private agency. The personal and polltical 
Interests of a discerning candidate, the exacting need of a 
party's providess, the tradition of continental domination 
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perpetuated in the Republic, and the case of putting It te 
the test In a weak and resiless country. were all working 
together. 

The plan for the American Congress came out of Secretary 
Blalne’s office with the cepute of legend, the hidden 
Inducement of special Interests, and the magic which always 
spells novelty and daring to the populace. 

So dear were Its sole purposes thal the country, which 
should have been grateful lo ft, banded It as unnecessary 
and unlawful. Because of Gulteau, Blaine renounced his 
cabinet post. His own party. aHer repudiating his intervention 
In Peru, and not unill three years had passed. named a 
nonpollilcal peace commission to go to the Americas and 
study the causes of the trade Imbalance and the halfhearted 
filendst!p benveen the continent's two natlonalltles. On the 
way, they discussed the Congress, and tecommended It to 
both House and Senate when they returned. 

According to the commission's findings, the causes of 
the cool friendship were the Ignorance and arrogance of 
the Northern ladus¢nalists, who neither studied nor pleased 
the markets of the South and ihe scant trust they showed 
them In terms of credits. which Europe so liberally grants. 
Other causes were Europe's forgery of United States’s 
biands; the lack of banks and of a cammon system af weights 
and measures, the «enormous Impon dutles: which «could 
be removed thraugh reciprocal concessions,» the many fi- 
nes and customs hindrances. and «above all, the lack of 
communication via sleamship + 

These were the causes, no others. When the commission 
returned, the Democratic Party was In power, and It could 
hardly maintaln, in opposition to most of Its adherents and 
thanks to the courage of lis chief, the tendency to stimulate 
tiade by the natural means of lowerlng the costs of 
productian. One must belleve. as everyone convinced of 
this sald at the dme. and are writing now, that the Democrats 
wvere not responsible for this plan of the Congress. They 
never Vewed it very favoiably because, through national 
reductlons In the cost of living and of production, Ihey had 
In mind a frank and legitimate manner of cemenilag 
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fendship with the free peoples of America. But a polltical 
party cannat with Impunity object ta plans which, as far as 
<an be seen, tend to strengthen the country's Influence and 
trade. Nor would the Cemacrats have preferred the censu- 
table Interests thar arginated the project, because within 
thele own ranks—already quite traubled by divided 
econamic oplalons— the Industdallsts In need of consunyers 
and the shipalng Iines that contribute generous sums to 
thelr benefactors in ane party o1 another, were finding 
decisive support. The growing authority of Cleveland. leader 
of the reforms, consolldated the alllance of protectlonists 
from both partles, and prepared the formidable coalition of 
interests which in one last effort defeated his candidacy. 
The angulsh of the Industialists had increased so much since 
1891, when the Idea of the Congress was accused ol belng 
reprehensibly audacious, thal In 1888, when both Houses 
approved of holding the Congress, It was welcomed due to 
the gteat need for selling, mare natural and proftable than 
before. In this way the project, born from the con|uncdon 
of protectionist interests and the political needs of an astute 
candidate, came to appear unanimous and put forth wth 
mature deliberadon by both of the country's factions. It would 
be fitting to wonder If, once these twa elements, the 
candidate's political Interest, and the monetary Interests of 
the enterprises maintaining It, have been clarified, the Idea 
of a new Interest might have atisen. One might wander If, 
due to events favorable to the broadening of the plan and 
to a political extreme at which, with the zeal of a desperate 
candidacy. culminate the legends af expansion and 
supremacy to which the dul war of a rudimentary people, 
and the jealousles of republics which should have known 
how to conceal them from anyone showing the intention 
and capacity to profiteer from them, they have begun to be 
given the bedy and force of a political plan. 

The protectionist funds threw Cleveland out of the 
Presidency. The Republican magnates have anadmitted part 
In the Industdes sheltered by protectionism. The wool 
growels contdbuted enormous sums tothe election because 
the Republicans prom'sed not to lower dutles on wool, The 
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lead producers also contributed so that the Republicans 
would close the boarders to Mexican lead. And the sugar 
producers. And the copper pioducers. And the hide 
producers, who had the offer made of creating an Import 
tax. The Congress was far away. The Industdallsts were 
promised the Ameilcas’ market; there was talk. as If behind 
a mask, about mysteslous taxes and «Inevitable results:; the 
growers and mining Interests were promised that domesiic 
markets would be clased ta forelgn praduais. Nobody 
mentioned that ihe purchase of manufactured goods by the 
Spanish nations would have to be compensated for by buying 
thelr raw materials, or that there would be another way of 
making them buy them, «The Inevitable result,« «Clay's 
dream,» «Manlfese destiny.» Sewall’s lines ran from 
newspaper to newspaper like a slogan far the Nicaraguan 
Canal: «Eliherthiough Panama or through Nicaragua, or both, 
because both will be ourss; «The St. Nicolas Peninsula tn 
Halt, key to the Gulf, ts ours already.» Hidden force of legend, 
reinforced with the Immediate need for powes, gave victary 
ta the party which In Its promises had merged bath 

With the Congress a teality, and with the Interests of the 
manufacturers clashing with (hase of the growers and mines. 
ane can see highlighted how impassible lt would be to 
assure a market to the procectianist manufacturer Without 
In return closing ihe natlon’s market, through the free 
admission of raw materials. to the protectionist growers and 
miners. And the need to escape from the dilemma of lasing 
power |n the coming elections through lack of thelr support, 
or of keeping thelr support through the prestige of artificial 
agreements obtalned by coercion, Is added—by uniting the 
party's general Intesesis. to the consiant and growing Interest 
of the candidate who seeks a program for a chance al the 
exceptional Influence he offers the natlon that has been 
expecting and preparing ever since Its bleth—the pesiod af 
change Into which the weakest and most unfortunate nations 
of America are entering—some because of the desperation 
due to thelr slavery, and others because of the pressures of 
life. Aside from Mexico, a land of Inherent strength, these 
are the nations closest to the Unlted States. Thus, what 
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started as a premature stratagem by a skiliful candidate and 
because of the urgent needs of the protectlanists, and the 
Interests of an agile candidate who makes use of legend, 
and through the conjunction of changes and the hopes of a 
good Ife foi ihe people of the Gult—became the frank and 
forihilght achlevement of an eta of United States dominion 
ove the nallons af America. 


It Is falr ta state this, despite the apparent mildness of the 
Invitation, because as Is has to do with the relations benween 
the United States and the other American natlans. it cannot 
be seen apart from the relations, attempts. and confessed 
woladens of the United States In America at the very moment 
when Its natlons are meeting, for It wll be undeistood how 
and for what future relations will be by what the current 
ones are. And after Inferring the nature and objectives of 
the planned friendships. a study will have to be made to 
see which of the two Americas they sult, and whether they 
are absolutely necessary to thelr peace and life ln common, 
or whether the two will be better off as natuial fends based 
upon freedom than as a chorus bound ta a nation of differing 
Interests, hybrid composition, and frighttul problems, 
determined, befare putting lis own house In older, to engage 
in an arrogant and pethaps childish dvalry with the word. 
And when It be determined whether naflans that have 
known how to establish themselves Independently—and 
the farther away, the better—shauld surrender thelr 
sovereignty to the nation which, although under greater 
obligaticn to help them, not once came to their ald. A study 
must be made on whether It Is convenient to set forth deadly 
and In full view of the world the deter mination to Ilvé In the 
health of ttuth, Mthout unnecessary alliances with an 
aggressive naflon of anather composition and purpose, 
before the demand for a forced alllance can rankle and turn 
Into a matter of vanity and natlonal honors. What must be 
studled are the elements af the Cangress, both Intrinsically 
and as outside influences, in order to predict whether ar 
not there are greater probabilities that recognition be given, 
Ifonly for medt, to prominence In the continent, of a natlon 
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beginning to regard freedam, the perennial and universal 
aspiration af mankind, as Its privilege, and to Invake It for 
purposes of depriving other nations of It. (n this first atempt 
a¢ dominatian, avawed In Its Improperly excessive 
pretensions, and In the coeval works of teirltoral expansion 
and unconscionable Influence, there must be more—|f nat 
all, as It should be—of the natlons which, with the Integdry 
af reason and the secunty they still possess, will decisively 
make known their refusal to accept a master, than those 
which, because of a fear that would be accountable only If 
they began to yield and have acknowledged (he supremacy. 
will bow clown, Instead of skillfully dodging It, to the passing 
of the scornful juggernaut pushing ahead In clumph among 
the hited censer-bearers from the invading country, crushing 
the heads of serts. 

Yesterday's edition of fie New York Sunsaids «Whoever 
does not want the Juggernaut to crush him, let him dimb 
Inte Its carle It would be better to black its path. 

This Is what genlus Is for, to overcome force with ability. 
The Texans did ciimb Into the car, and with the conflagration 
behind them, {lke tabid foxes, or with thelr dead slung over 
thelr horses” backs, they had to leave thelr land of Texas, 
barefoot and hungry 

Jost Mart 


La Naddén. Buenus Alres, December 19, 1889 


At a cursory glance there would be na reason for these 
precautions, for out of the Conference's elght proposals, 
the flist and fast urge to deal with everything that In general 
ls of benefit to Ihe peoples of Ametica, which Is something 
that each of our nations has sought on Its own, as soon as Ii 
brushed off the dust from the rulns out of which It came 
Into the ward. Of the six remaining proposals, one concerns 
shipbuilding, and for this our America did nat need a brood 
of congresses, because Venezuela pald for ships from the 
Unlled States as saan as It had what to send. and how to 
pay forlt. And Central America, sdllin diapers, did Ilkewise. 
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And Mexico, with Its halfbreed pesos, has equipped itself 
with two falisklnned steamship Ilnes when falrskinned 
supenorty was taking no notice of Its Impovershed progeny. 
There Is obvViausly no 1eason to do under the guide of others 
what that gulde has been taught beforehand. Anothe 
proposal Is recommendable, for among plain and fendly 
nations there must be no prolix of diverse formulas. 
Everyone benefits when mercantile and customs regulations 
are unlfarm, Just as In the following proposals deallng with 
unlformity in welghts and measures, trademark and copyiight 
faws, and the extradiction af cdminals. 

The concept of a common cunency should not be feared. 
for whatever Is helpful to relations between natlons 
contibutes to thelr peace, and Is one less reason far suspidian 
and Ill-will. lf agreements can be reached on the relative 
and constant valuc of silver of varlous mintage, through a 
system of fixed discounts of the recognition of a conventional 
value, there ls no reason to fet monetary fluctuation stand 
in the way of a healthy and desliable commence, o1 to deny 
to a peso with less silver content any of the cred that 
among friendly nations |s given to the nominal paper peso 
Noe would the arbitration proposal be anything less than 
excellent If It were nat for the mental reservations of The 
New Yor Herald. This newpaper pints nothing without prlor 
Investigation, and it says thal the Ilme has not yel come for 
thinking about a protectorate over America, and that this 
Issue should be postponed until the sliuailon Is much more 
stable, until a gréal navy tetusalng In Mctory froma European 
war Is a more powerful one. Only then, with the credit of 
Idumph, wif the time be dpe for attempting «what must 
happen eventually, bul due to lack of strength must nat be 
atrempted now. Arblltation would be an excellent thing If 
In these very months the United Stales should prove that It 
teally Wishes to have it in Its environs, proposing It to the 
two facilons in Haltl, Instead of providing arms to the faction 
offering to cede the St. Nicolas peninsula to It, In order to 
throw oul of the country the legitimate government which 
refused to do so. Arbltratlan would be an excellent thing If 
America’s main concerns which— unless redressed in time, 
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will shanty be those of relations with the U.S. people, whose 
Interests are different In the world and opposed In the 
continent to those of the American peaples—would not 
have 10 be submitted to. a court of Justice In which, because 
of those marvels which enabled Corlés to tilumph ln Mexico 
and Alvarado In Guatemala, It could be feared and even 
asserted that, thiough the power of money, or of dazziing, 
the llon wauld have more votes than those which could be 
opposed by the chorus of sheep, the brave coli or the 
unhappy buck. Arbliratlon would be an excellent uning if It 
were to be hoped that in the fullness of Its power the 1¢ pubil¢ 
that, still adolescent, oidered Its generous siblings to leave 
thel: brother enslaved, and cto respect its prey would yleld 
Its own appetites to arbitration. 

On the one hand, there Is in Amenca a natlon which 
procialms, because of geographic morality, Its saf-crowning 
ight to rule ihe continent, and Ii announces, by word of its 
statesmen, via pulplt and press, banquet and congress— 
while laying hands on one Island and trying to purchase 
another—that all northern Amedca must belong to It, and 
that this Imperal ight must be acknowledged fram the 
Isthmus all the way south. On the other hand, there are the 
natlons of diverse origins and purposes, ever buster and 
less distrusttul, whase only real enemy Is thelr Own ambition 
and that of thelr nelghbor Inviting them to spase It the trouble 
of forelbly taking away fiom (hem tomorow what they can 
viliinely give It today. And wil] ihe nations ot Arnetica pla- 
cé thelr affairs In the hands of their anly enemy. o7 will they 
galn dme, and populate, and unite, and definitety deserve 
the respect and reputation of natlons, before thelr submission 
can dare be demanded by that nelghbor whose will may be 
softened ot whose pollilcal morals may be educated, by 
lessons filam within or withour, before lt decides to Incur 
fhe ¢dsk and Infamy of falling upon decent, capable, just, 
and—llke liself—free and piosperous peoples, simply 
because they happen to be on the same continent? 

The cusloms union proposal that would permit free 
entrance of the products of every nation to all the countdes 
of the unlon should be no cause for alarm Merely 
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announcing It would make the proposal collapse. since it 
would be tantamount to hastily reshaping fiheen nations to 
seek an accomodation for the surpluses of a flend who has 
suddenly felt the need, and wants IIs nelghbors, for Its own 
beneflt. to deprive themselves of all, of almose¢ all, of the 
manufactured articles which have been stored up through 
the years to meet natlonal expenses. Taking United States 
praducts duty free— because Its cosmopalitan factodes pro- 
duce all that Is known of grown In the wotld—would be 
ike tassing the pdncipal customs revenues Into ihe sea. 
while the United Slates would continue collecting little less 
than all Its own tevenues, since what It recelves from the 
Ametlcan nations In valuable taxed aitides entedng the 
country amounts to no more than Ove Items. And 
fuithermore, It would be immoral and ungrateful, IF it were 
possible because of previous commitments, to deprive other 
nations—which advance fuads and extend credit without 
demanding polltical alleglance—of the right to sell thels 
cheap products In the American countrles, In ordec to make 
1c possible for a nation which nelther advances funds nor 
extends créedil-~except where there are open mines and 
visible profits, andin addition docs demand alleglance—to 
sell its expensive and inferior goods. 

Why go as allies, at the helght of youth, Into the batile 
the United States Is about to faumch upon the rest of the 
wold? Why must If fight Its batiles with Europe in the 
Amenean republics, and rehearse Its system of colonization 
an the terltory of free nations? Why such eagerness to 
enter the other fellow's hause while the ones it wants to 
evict are entering its own? Why Io the halls of this Congress 
artange projects of reciprocity with all the American nations 
when one such project, that of Mexico, agreed upon by 
both governments to thelr mutual advantage, has for yeas 
been walting in valn for cangtessional sanctlon, because 
she special Interests harmed by that treaty, to the detilment 
of the general Interest of the Natlon, oppose It? 

In 1883, when the commission was galng around Inviting 
natlons ta the International Congress, were the daors not 
shui to South American wool to please the native sheep 
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ralsers? On this very day, !n the face of the International 
congress, does the Senate not wish to Increase the dutles 
on carpet wool Impaned from the nations it Is Inviting to 
fécelve duty free, and preferentlally consume the praducts 
from a country that excludes theirs? Has not the Secretary 
of the Treasury, while the Pan-Amercans are enjoying 
themselves In Kentucky. Just confliumed a prohibitive duty 
an Mexican jead, while It Invites Mexico to discuss free 
entry of products from the North Into the Mexican republic, 
has already granted their free entry, and Is merely walting 
for the United States Congress to reciprocate? Are not the 
ranchers In the West protesting agalnst the steamship 
companies that wish to avall themselves of the paity hoe 
ranchers helped defeat, so they can Import fram South 
America, for sale In the Ease with natlonal funds, less costly 
beef on the hoof and fresh meat products than the natlon's 
ranches can send filam the West by srall? And why Invite 
Chile, an exporter of copper, If United Slates cappel, which 
50 much helped the Republicans, demands that the daors 
to copper be closed? And the sugar growers, for what reason 
did they biing the Republicans to power, except to have 
them clase the daars to sugar? 

Either the Republican government is deprved of the 
support of ihe protectionists who elected It so It would 
Malntaln thelr profils—a useless sacifice, since the federal 
Congress, which belongs to the enterprises, would 
disapprove af the government's desertion or, In the vague 
hope of regalning concessions that would have ushered 
them Into the future, the American nations shoud be Invited, 
knowingly so, to formulate (reatles which beforehand discard 
the powers entrusted ta those whom It would behoave to 
Implement them, and the Interests that rals¢ed them to the 
government. Oj, by means of polliical cunning and schemes 
with the timid and dazzled nations, the International 
Congress Is expecied to be reduced ta recommendatians 
that would provide a basis for the prominent Aght which 
the United States calms liself to have Is assuming over 
Amedca. Or Ie !s gently and discreetly using these nations, 
hoping for more propitious times, so that its general 
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agreements and polite admissions may be viewed by the 
eager protectionists, and by a country allured by expanslonlst 
Ideas, as a teward from the major work of the decisive 
protectorate over America. And this must not be 
accomplished by the magic statesman from his prison In 
the Secretary's office, but under the power and authority of 
the Presidency. That Is what We Herald says. 

lt surely seems to us that this Congress Is turning our 
to be nothing more than a polltical game, a pyrotechnical 
exhibition of magnetic Pollildans, a brilliant movement of 
anticlpated strategy for the coming presidential electian!: 
‘The steamship companies that hetped put Blalne where he 
Is are the ones he wants {o please,» says The Evening Post. 
«lf that Congress agrees on any vague recommendations 
about the desirability of subsidizing steamship companies. 
and |olns lis conesponding quality of moonlight to the 
bratherhood of nations and the beautles of aibltration, then 
the Congress can go to the devil, for lt has played directly 
Into the hands af the companies.» «Apparenily this Cangress 
Is golng to end up by belng a great hunt for steamship 
subsidies,» says The 7imes. This whole pompous factory 
bullt by the United States Is an extremely amusing natlonal 
paradox. «Does It nol endanger our reputailon for belng an 
intelligent and sensible nation?» asks The Phfhidethia Herald. 
And the New York Herald makes this comment: «A 
magnificent advenlsement tor Blaine 

Bul the Congress propably understands the propilety of 
dissolving as soan as possible, Meanwhile, the government 
In Washington Is preparing to declare Its possession af the 
St. Nicolas peninsula. and perhaps, If Minister Douglass 
negodates successfully, Its protectorate over Hald. According 
ta an undented rumor, Douglass has been entsusted with 
finding oul how he can make Sante Domingo be favorably 
dispased {0 the protectorate. In Madrid, Minister Palmer Is 
quietly negotlating for the acquisition of Cuba. Minister 
Mizner, ta Mexico's consternation, !s stir ing up Costa Rica 
agalnst Mexico on the oneé hand, and Colombia on the other. 
Some North American companies have taken possession of 
Honduras; and one wonders whether the Hondurans have 


66 


more of a stake In thelr country’s wealth than Is needed to 
protect their fellow-partners, and whether It 1s good to have 
an avowed annexationist at the head of a gavetnment 
newspaper. Because af profits from the Canal, and vislons 
of progress, Nicaragua and Costa Rica have thelr hands full 
In WashInaton. In Costa Rica there ts a presidential candidate 
who prefers annexation to the United States rather than 
union with Central Amendca. There is no mose ostensible 
fiendship for the Congress and Its plans than that of the 
president of Colombla Venezuela |s enthuslastically walting 
for Washington to disladge England from Gulana, while 
Washington cannot dislodge It fram Canada. It is walting 
for an American natlon to be gratultuously confirmed In the 
possession af a terntory; the country which at that very Instant 
Is fostering a war to rob If of Ihe jewel of its territory, and to 
rob another American nation of the key to the Gulf of 
Mexdco—the country that bursts Inio applause In the House 
of Representatlves when one Chipman declares that It Is 
high time for the Star Spangled Banner to wave over Nica- 
fagua as anothe! state of the North. 

The Sun says this: «We purchased Alaska, so let It be 
known once and for all to tell the world that we are 
deteimined to form a unlon of the whole nodhern pan of 
the continent, with the Star Spangled Banner waving from 
the Icy reglons down to the isthmus. and from acean ta 
ecean.: And 7he Herafd says: «The vislon of a protectorate 
ove! the repubilcs of the South became Henry Clay's maln 
and constant Idea.» Jhe Mai and Express. intimate fiend of 
Hardson for one treason, and of Blalne for another, calls Blaine 
ithe successor to Henry Clay. the great champlon of 
American Ideas: «Al! we want ta do Is to contribute fo the 
pros peity of hase natlans,: says Zhe Tdbune. And|n another 
sectlon of the newspaper, on the subject of another desire, 
it says: «Those can be definite and remate results of the 
general pollcy deliberately adopted by both parties In 
Congress » «We are not yet ready for that movement: says 
The Herafo. «Blalne Is about fifty years ahead of his time.+ 
Let us grow, then, nattons of America, before the fifty years 
have passed! 
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Looking deeply below the surface In the written opinion 
one may notice a single tactical and commanding Idea which 
Is Visible In the very care that mosi falrminded men take In 
not wounding It direcily—as nobody brands it as Immoral, 
of as a highwayman's job, though If mght be so—the rash 
atlempl al spreading a railroad civilization over America In 
modern times the way Pizarro spread the falth of the cross. 
Censure consists largely In noi discussing actions ta come, 
elther because In the faccual part of Flalti's case the 
Demacrats, despite their moderation, initiated the same 
palicy of conquest cared out by the Republicans, it was 
actually the Democrats who, with the Loulsiana Purchase, 
Inaugurated that pollcy unde Jefferson; or because the press 
Ives by what Il hears, and by heeding opinion rather than 
gulding It, so that it dares not condemn the allegatlons from 
which the country might benefit, even If once they are made 
there may be na lack of people calling them ¢dminal, 
regardless of how much better lt would have been ta stop 
the alfegadons before they were made than to bemoan them 
later. An example of this is the Texan allegation which Dana 
and Janvier and the Lincoln blogtaphers refer ta purely and 
simply as a cme. Bui It must be observed, for It Is a fact, 
that In the most creditable quarters of the press emphasis Is 
made that the Congress cannot possibly reach any real trade 
objectives, because each country’s sovereignty opposes the 
surrender that the Congress demands, and because the 
policy of rec! procal concessions that the Congress suggests 
opposes resistance to redprocity, to which those responsible 
for gathering the American nations together are wholly 
committed In order to pretend, by means of the electoral 
apparatus or some hidden purpose, that they are violating 
It. The Times, Post, Luck, Harper's. Advertiser, and Herald 
brand as bubbles and rAdiculous the Congiess of nations 
assembled so that they enter In league agalnst the world to 
please a party thal cannot enter the league It Invites or, 
short of dying aut, do what It urges Its associates to do. 

Blaine himself knows that If the myih ls to succeed In the 
elecilons, Itls enough that a semblance of success, excused 
for belng no greater because It stands at the beginning of 
the task, nourshes the faich which cames fram Adams dawn 
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to Cutting, and he feels that with the very existence of the 
Congress, because of ihe power of light an weak eyes, It 
MII be truly favored. But he Is afrald that, due to the great 
need of the various Indusiles, more may be expected of 
the Cangress than It will give. He Is afrald that nothing can 
came out of this matter of commerce bullt upon current 
protectianist bases, and thus he makes known in time, by a 
son today and a newspaper tomorow, that he anly expects 
from the meeting. as far as can be seen, preliminarles of the 
fusion la came, and more resistance than uniting or even 
preparatory unillng. Therefare, the policy of dignity has as 
valued and valuntary ales, In the hostite country Itself, these 
men who because of an Innate dignity In themselves cannot 
think that Il may be lacking In those In whom It Is attacked. 
Nor would anyone benefiting the most from the lack of 
dignity date hope for that lack 

It ls generally agreed that the congress will be nothing 
but a worthwhile meeting, o1a presidentlal campaign banners, 
ora pietext for a subsidy hunt. Those who know the benefit 
of independence, and who cannot think of dispensing with 
lt untess absolutely necessary, are expecting all this fom 
the Independent nations of America. Will the Gulf Islands 
kneel before the new master? Will Central Amedca consent 
to divide ln half, the Canal blade slidng through Ks heart, or 
ta unite In the South as Mexico's enemy, supported by the 
forelgner who bears upon Mexico an the North, agalnst a 
nation with fhe same Interests, the same desiiny, and ihe 
same racial background as Central Amenicar Will Colombia 
pawn or sell Its sovereignty? Will the Isthmus be cleared of 
obstacles to the juggernaut by the free nations that dwell! 
there, and will they climb Into Its car as the Mexicans did In 
Texas? Through hopes of supper against the European allen, 
which because of an iluslon of progress is excusable only 
In a provinclal mentallty, will Venezuela favor domination 
by a forelgner, more dreadful for It ls neater and more 
ambitious, drive Itself, and so kt obviously does, Into the 
entre American famlly of natlons? Or must adirvration foi 
the United States go so far as to lend a hand to the exhausted 
young bull, like the peasant woman In a fesre? 
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This bilad admiration, because of the novice’s enthuslasm 
or lack of study, Is the main force of that pallcy which, In 
oider ta daminate In America, Invokes a dogma that needs 
no allen Invocation in the American republics, because 
centuries ago, even before entering the free childhood. they 
knew how to bravely repulse the most stubborn and 
powerful natlon on earth. And vath no assistance from 
outside sources, they have obliged It (o respect them 
through theli natura) power and the evidence of their abilltles. 
What Js the use of Invoking the doctrine that orginated as 
much with Monroe as with Canning, to impede forelgn 
domination in America and assure a continent of Its freedom? 
Or must ihe dogma be Invoked agalnst ane forelgn natlon 
only to being in another? Or does one shake off 
forelgnness—which lies In the different character, different 
Interests, and different purposes—by putting on the 
appearance of freedom— but actually taking |t awaye~or Is 
It because the polson of loans, canals, and callioads comes 
with the forelgnei? Or shauld the doddne be crammed dawn 
the throats of the weaker natlons of América by the natlon 
that has Canada to the North, the Gulanas and Sellze to the 
south, and saw to It that Spain was supported? Indeed, II 
Itself supported Spain, and permitted that country fo return, 
alt Its very gates, to the American natlon fiom which Spaln 
had already left 

Why pretend to be afrald of Spaln, whlch for everything 
other than exterminating Its sons In the Antilles. Is well 
oulside of Amerlca and cannot regain it through its splint. 
fos the daughte: Is keeping pace with the new world? And 
It cannot be regained In the realm of commerce, for America 
does not live an raisins and ollves, and Spain has no mote 
influence an the American nations than that which fear ar 
antipathy or North American aggression might agaln give 
ta them because of lace of sentiment. Would the princdpal 
nations of America, who are willlng and able to resise North 
American aggression, be abandoned and compromised by 
fhe republics of their own family, which should join them In 
older to stop, Wih the strength of a unified spirit, the 
common adversary, which could have shown Its passton 
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for freedam by helping Cuba to conquer It from Spain, Instead 
of opposing freedom by helping Spain? For Spain defiled Its 
ships, and appraised at two hundred dollars each the heads 
It shot off the bodies of lis sons. Or are ihe American natlons 
merety bilnd statues and prodigies of filthe 

A just admiration for the prosperity of afl Ilberal and 
energetic men fram all nations, united to enjoy thelr freedom, 
a world's common task, In a secure, varled, and virgin 
expanse must never reach the polnt of excusing the crimes 
agalnst freedam attempted by the nation that uses Its power 
and reputailon to create a new form of despotism. Nor da 
those who, Ilving under worse conditions, need to act as Its 
lackeys, for they have learned haw to equal and even surpass 
It. The free nations of America have no reasan ta expect 
that the natlon whose Influence threw the French out of 
Mexico will id them of the troublesome forelgner, brought 
there perhaps because of a desire to ralse a barrie: agalnst 
Saxan power In the world’s Imbalance, when the Fiench In 
Mexico were threatening II In ihe South by an alllance with 
the tebel states, silll Latin at heart. I¢ 1s the nation that selfishly 
ihiew the Ewopean out ol the free republic from which It 
wresled In a cilniinal war a plece of teritory It has never 
feturned. Walker went (oO Nicatagua for the United States; 
for the United States Lopez went to Cuba. And now, when 
slavery Is no longer an excuse, the annexation league Is 
afaal, Allen Is talking about helping that of Cuba; Douglass 
is going to obtaln that of Haltl and Santo Domingo. In Ma- 
did Palmer Is probing Spain's feellngs about the safe of 
Cuba: In the Antilles the sold out Central American 
Newspapers are stiming up Interest In the Washington-based 
annéxatlon plans: In the Lesser Antilles the Nomhern 
newspapers are constantly giving 1eparts on the progress 
of annexationist [deas. Washlagton persisis In compelling 
Colombia to acknowledge its dominating nights over the 
Isthmus, and In depriving It of the authorty to discuss Its 
territory with othei natlons. And the United States. by virtue 
of the civil was It Instlgated, Is acquliing the St. Nicolas 
peninsula In Haltl. Some people consider «Clay's dream: an 
accomplished fact. Others consider It advisable lo walt 
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another half-century. Still others, born In Spanish America, 
belleve they aught to help If come true. 

The International Congress will be honar's stock-laking, 
showng those who defend, In a dignified and energetic 
way. the Indegendence of Spanish America, wherein Iles 
the woild’s balance. There are nations capable—through 
fear ar dazzling, or the habit of serfdom, o1 an Interest In 
consenting, an the continent occupted by two nations of 
different nature and alms—of decreasing, by thelr own 
desertlon, the indispensable and alieady too meager foices 
by whlch the family af a single natlonallty will be able to 
contaln, through the respect it might Impose and the wisdom 
[It might display, altempes at prevalence, confirmed by coeval 
facts, by a nation reared In the hope of rullng the conilnent. 
And thls a1 a dme when the eagerness for markets on the 
part of Its pleihoric Industries, the opportunity to Impose 
the prophesied protectorate upon both distant natlons and 
weak nel ghbors, the matedal strengih needed for the assault, 
and the amblions of a bald and sapacious palliican, all 
give slgns of belng on the fse. 


fost Maar 


La Nacion. Buenas Alres, December 19-20, 1889 
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MotHier Americal? 


Ladles and gentlemen: 


Our tremulous and exuberant thoughts, in the shor tme 
that discretion demands, are hard pressed to put Into words 
the joy that overflows from our souls on this memorable 
night. What can the Imprisoned son say when he sees his 
mother again from behind the bars of his cell? Talking Is a 
small thing and almosi [mpossible, more because of lis per- 
sonal and haphazard content and the throng of memailes, 
hopes, and fears than because of the certalnty of not being 
able to give one's utterances worthy expression. For the 
man who sees himself surrounded by the nations we love 
wWth a rellglous passion, In the peson of thelr Ulustdous 
delegates. whatever he could say would be !ntemperate 
and <haotic. When he sees how, by secret mandate, men 
have Increased thelr stature and women thelr beaury to 
recelve them: when he sees the daik and leaden alr 
enlivened as |f with the shadaws of eagies about to iake 
flight. of heads passing by and shaking thelr admanitory 
cresis, of lands Imploring, pale and stabbed, without the 
strength ta pull the dagger oul of thelr hearts, his words 
would he empty phrases. When he sees the shadow of the 
inagnanimaus Aghter of the North, on the porch at Mount 


‘0 Speech deivered at the literary and astistlc club Sociedad Lite- 
tatla Hispanoamencama on December 19,1889. The delegales to 
Ihe Americas Intemational Conference were present 
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Vernon, glve his admiring hand to the volcanic hero of the 
South, he valnly tries to gather the horde of feellngs beating 
against his breast, like some over-patdotc spirit, and all he 
finds are discordant straphes and untamed odes wih which 
to celebrate the visit of the absent mother In the house of 
our Amenica, and tell her, In the name of men and women, 
that the heart can find no better use than to wholly sumender 
to the messengers of the American nations Haw can we 
pay our Illustrlous guests for this hour of |ay? Why must we 
hide with the duplicity of ceremony what we see In these 
faces? Tim your rhetonc wth other wigqnettes and bells and 
gold fringe: tonight we have Biblical eloquence flowing as 
testlessly and cheerfully as a brook, from the gence: oalty of 
the hear, Which of us will deny, on thls alahe when no Iles 
are told, that no maliet how many roots our fatth or affections 
or habits of business affales may have In this land of 
unrestrained hospitality, na matter how lukewarm the 
falthtess magic of lce may have left out souls, we have fel¢— 
ever since learning that these noble guests were coming to 
see us —as If there were more light In our houses, as If we 
were walking wih a liveller step, as If we were younger 
and more genetous, as of oui earnings were greater and 
nore certain, and as If In a vase without water there were 
flowers budding? And !f out wives want to tell us the Guth, 
are they not telling us With thelr loyal eyes that ceitaln Falry 
fect never went through the snow more happlly; thac 
something asleep In the heart, In the Incomprehension of 
farelgn soll, has suddenly awakened: that a joyful canary 
has been flying In and cul of the windows these days, back 
and foith incessantly and unmindful of the cold, with dbbons 
and bows In [ts beak, because far this celebration of aur 
Ametica no flawer seemed delicate and exqulsite enough? 
All this is tue. Some of us have been brought there by 
misfortune; others by legend; others by commerce: others 
by the determination to write, In a land that Is silll not fee. 
the final stanza of the poem of 1810. Others are ordered ta 
live here by a palr of blue eyes, as thelr acceptable command. 
But no matter how great [s this land, or how anointed the 
America of Lincoln may be for the free men of Amernca— 


74 » 


for us, In our very heart of hearts where nobody dares to 
chaltenge ar take Issue with our secret feelings, he America 
of Juarez Is greater because It has been more unhappy, and 
because It Is ours. 


In apostolic days North America was bain from freedom 
alits flerest. The new breed of Iight-crowned men was not 
willing to bow before any ather. Impelled by the mind. the 
yoke of human reason that was vilified In emplres created 
at sword’s polnt, or with diplomacy. by the great power- 
crazed repubilc, broke inta pleces from everywhere In those 
natlons born of an amalgamation of smallee nations. Modern 
tights sprang from the small and autochthonous reglons 
that had formed thelr free character In continuous struggle. 
and they preferred Independent caves to servile prosperity. 
A king who came (old a man, who addressed him famillary 
and did not remove his hatin his presence, to establish the 
republic. The forty-one souls fiom ihe Mayfiower together 
with thelr women and childien, dety the sea and on an 
oaken table of an anteroom estabilsh thelr communlty. They 
carry loaded muskets to defend theli planted fields; the wheat 
they eat, they plow. A land without tyrants for the soul 
without tyrants Is what they seek In long facket and feit hat 
comes the Intolerant and Irreproachable Puiltan who despises 
luxury because men fle for It_ In walstcoat and knee breeches 
comes the Quakes, and with the trees he fells he bullds 
schaals. Then comes the Cathallc, persecuted far his falth, 
and founds a State where nobody can be pessecuted for his 
falth The gentleman arrives In fine woolen cloth and plumed 
hai, and hls very hablt of commanding slaves gives him the 
Insolence of a king wherewth to defend his freedom. One 
of them bangs In his ship a gioup of Negroes ta sell, or a 
fanatic who burns witches, or a governor who refuses to 
listen to anything about schools. The ships bring men af 
letters and university scholars, Swedish mystics, fervent 
Germans, French Huguenots, proud Scatsmen. thrifty 
Batavians. They bring plows, seeds, bolls of doth, harps, 
psalms, books. The settlers five In houses bullt with thelr 
own hands, masters and servants of themselves. And as a 
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recompense for the ting task of contending With Nature, 
the brave calonist found satisfaction In s¢elng the old woman 
of ihe house, In halrnet and apron, came with blessing In 
her eyes and 4 way of homemade sweets in her hand while 
one daughter opens a hymnal and another plays a pielude 
on the 2ither or the davichoid. Schoal was taught by rote 
and with the lash. bul going to It through the snow was the 
best kind of schooling. And when couples ttudged along 
the road, faces to the wind—the men In leather jackets and 
carrying shotguns, the women In heavy flannels and carrying 
player books—ithey were usually bound for church to hear 
the new minister who refused to give the governor power 
In the personal aspects of religion, or hey were on their 
way to elect their judges of call them to account. No 
unscrupulous breed of men came from outside. Authorllty 
belonged to all, and was olven to whomever they deslred. 
They elected thels awn magistrates and governors. If the 
governor was unwilling to convoke the coundll, the «free 
mem did so over his head. The taclturn adventurer there 
hunted both men and wolves In the woods, and could sleep 
well only If he found a recently fallen tree trunk or a dead 
indlan for a plilaw. And In the manorial mansions of the 
South, all was minuet and candlelight, and choruses of Blacks 
io ereet thelr master as his coach drew up to the daor, and 
silver goblets for the fine Madelra wine. Bul nothing In Ilfe 
was not food for freedam In the republican colonies that 
tecelved certificates of Independence from the king rather 
than royal charters. And when the Englishman, for eraniing 
them thal Independence In the <apaclty af master, levied 4 
tribute which they resented, the glove that the colonies 
threw In nis face was the selfsame one that the Englishman 
himself had put upon thelr hands. They led a horse jo ther 
hero's door The natlon that was later to refuse to help. 
accepted help. Tdumphant freedom Is Ike It, manorlal and 
sectadan, with lace cuffs and a velvet canopy, mare a matter 
of location than of human weakness, a selfish and unjusc 
freedom teetering upon the shoulders of an enslaved race 
of men who before a century had passed hurled the litter to 
the ground with a crash. And ax in hand, out of the tumult 
| 
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and dust ralsed by the falling chalns of a millon emanclpated 
men, emerged the woodcutter with the merciful eyes! Over 
the crumbling foundations of the stupendous convulsion 
rode Victory, proud and covetous. The factors that set the 
Nation upon Its feet appeared agaln, accentuated by war, 
and beside the body of the gentleman, dead among his 
slaves, were the Pilgrim {who tefused to tolerate a master 
above him of a servant below him, o1 any conquests other 
than those made by the grin of wheat in the earth and by 
love In the heart) and the shrewd and grasping adventurer 
{born to acquire and to move forward in the foresis, 
governed only by his own desires and limited only by the 
teach of his arm, a solltary and dreaded companion of 
leopards and eagles) —Ddoth Pilgdm and adventurer fighting 
for suptemacy tn the repubile and in the ward. 

And how can one fail to remember, for the glory of those 
who have known how to conquer, in spite of them, ihe 
confused and bloodsaaked argins of our America, alihough 
the falthful memory (mare necessary now than 4ver] may 
be stalned with untimely senility by the ane whom the Ilghr 
of our glory—the glory of our |ndependence—had hindered 
In the work of compromising or demeaning that America of 
ours? North Ameilca was bosn of the plow, Spanish America 
of the bulldog. A fanatical war took from the paetry of his 
actlaf palaces the Moor weakened by his ches: and the 
femalning soldiers, reared to heresy on hate and sour Wine 
and equipped vath sults of armor and aiqueduses, rushed 
upon the Indlan protected by his breastplate of cotton. Ships 
atelved loaded with cavallers In their half-culrasses, 
disinherted second sons, rebellious lleutenants, hungry 
deigymen, and university studenls. They brought muskets. 
shlelds, lances, thighguards, helmets, backplates, and dogs, 
They wielded thelr swords co the four Winds, took possessian 
of the iand In the name of the King, and plundered the 
temples of thelr gold, Cortés lured Montezuma Into the 
patace he owed Io the latter's wisdom of generosity, then 
held him prisoner there. The simple Anacaona Invited 
Ovando to one of her festivities to shaw him her country's 
gardens, Its joyful dances, and Its virgins, whereupon 
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Ovando’s saldiers pulled thelt swords from beneath thelr 
disguises and selzed Anacaona’s land. Among the divisions 
and Jealousles of the Indian people, the conqulstador pushed 
on In Amerlea. Among Aztecs and Tlaxcaltecas. Cortés 
teached Cuauhtemoc s canoe. Among Quichés and 
Tzutuhlls, Alvarado was victotlous In Guatemala. Among 
the Inhabitants of Tunja and Bogata, Quesada matched 
fonyvard In Colombla Among the warrors of Atahualpa and 
Huascar, Pizarro rode across Peru. By the light of burning 
temples the red banner of the Inquisitton was planted In the 
breast of the last Indian. The women were cared off. When 
the Indian was free his roads were paved with stones, but 
after the Spanlard came he had nothing but cowpaths used 
by the cow as she went nosing her way to the pasture, or 
by the Indlan depiailng how wolves had been turned Into 
men. The Indian worked for what the Spanish commissioner 
ale. So many Indians dled, like flowers that lose their aro- 
ma, that the mines had to shut down. Sacrdstans grew rich 
on the timmings of thelr chasubles, and genilemen went 
on walks, of burned the King’s colors In a brazier, or watched 
heads fall In fights between viceroys and judges. or In dvalies 
among the commnunders. When the head of a farnily wanted 
to mount his harse, he kept two Indian pages for the stirrups 
and tio boys for the spurs. Viceroy, regent, and town council 
were appolnted from Spaln; when the town caunclls 
assembled, ihey were branded with branding irons. The 
mayor ordered the governor to stay out of the town because 
of the harm he did to the republic, ordered the councdiman 
ta cross himself when entering the town council, and ordered 
twenty-five lashes for any Indlan who galloped his horse. 
Children learned (o read by means of bullight posters and 
highwaymen's {ingles; the schocls of rank and prestige 
taught them «contemptible chimeras.* And when groups of 
people gathered In the streets, It was to follow the old hags 
who camed proclamations, or to talk In hushed valces about 
the scandal of the Judge and the heavily velfed woman, 0! 
1o go lo the burning of a Portuguese where a hundred pikes 
and muskets led the procession, and where the Dominicans 
with thelr white crosses and the grandees with their staffs 
i 
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and raplers and gold-embroldered hoods ended {t. There 
were trunkfuls of bones cared on the back and flanked by 
torches; the gullty with ropes around thelr necks, thelr sins 
written upon thelr head coverings: the stubborn with pictures 
of the enemy palnted upon their sanbenltos. There were 
the distIngulshed gentlemen, the bishop. the higher clergy: 
and In the church. between two thrones brghtly lt by 
candies, the black altar. Oulside, the bonfite. Ar night, dan- 
«lng. The glodous Creole falls bathed In blood every time 
he seeks a way out of his humiliation, with no guide or 
mode! but hls honor, today In Caracas, tomorrow In Qulio, 
thereafter with the common peaple of Socorro! Elther he 
buys, hand to hand, the right to have Bollvian councilmen 
In Cochabamba, or he dies like the admitable Antequera, 
professing his falth on the scaffold In Paraguay, his 
countenance glowing with happiness: of growing weak at 
the foot of Chimborazo, he «exharis the peaple to strengthen 
thels dignity.: The first Creale horn to a Spaniard—the son 
of Malinche—was a rebel. Juan de Mena’s daughtes, In 
mourning for her father, dons her festive ature and all her 
fewels, for the day of Arleaga’s death Is a day of honor for 
all af humanity! What Is happening so suddenly to make 
the whole world pause to listen and marvel and revere? 
From beneath the cow of Torquemada comes Ihe tedeemed 
continent, bloady and with sword In hand! All the nations 
of Ametica declare themselves free at the same time. Bolf 
var appears With his cohort of luminaries. Even the volcanos 
acdalm him and publish him to the world, thelr flanks shaking 
and thundering. To your horses, ali of Americal And over 
plains and mountains, with all the stars aRame, redempilve 
hoofbeats resound In the night. The Mexican clergy are now 
talking to thelr indians. With lances held In thelr teeth, the 
Venezuelan Indlans outdistance the naked runner. The 
battered Chileans maich logether, arm In arm with the 
halfbreeds from Peru. Wearing the Phrygian ax Ilberty cap of 
the emancipated slave, the Negroes go singing behind thelr 
blue banner. Squads of gauchos In calfskin boots and 
swinging thelr bolas go galloping In Idumph. The revived 
Pehuenches, hair flying and feathered lances held above 
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thelr heads, put spurs to thelr horses. The war-palnted 
Araucanians, carrylng thelr cane lances tipped with colored 
feathers. come tunning at full gallop. And when the vireln 
light of dawn flows over the cliffs, San Martin appears there 
In the snow crossing the Andes In his battle cape— crest of 
the mountaln and cown of ihe revolulion, Where Is America 
going, and who will untte her and be her guide? Alone and 
as one people she ls rising. Alone shels fighting. Alane she 
will win. 

And we have transformed al! thls venom Into sap! Never 
was there such a precocious, perseverlng, and generous 
people born out of so much opposition and unhappiness. 
We were a den of iniquity and we are beginning to be a 
ctucible We bullt upon hydras. Our rallroads have 
demolished the plkes of Alvarado. In the public squares 
where they used to burn heretics, we bullt [lbrainies. We 
havé as many schacls now as we had officers of the 
Inquisition before. What we have not yel done, wé have 
not had time to do, having been busy cleansing our blood 
of the Impurities bequeathed ta us by our ancestors. The 
1eligtous and immasal miss!ons have nothing left but thelr 
crumbling walls where an occasional owl shows an eye. 
and where the lizard goes his melanchaly way. The new 
American has deared ihe path among the dispirited breeds 
of men, the tulns of convents, and the horses of barbarians. 
and he ls Inviting the youth of the world to pitch thelr tents 
In his flelds. The handful of aposties has tdumphed. What 
does It matter If, when emerging as free nations and oth 
the book always In front of our cyes, we saw that the 
government of a hybrid and primitive land {molded from a 
residue of Spaniards and some grim and frightened 
abandgines, In addition ta a smattering of Africans and 
Menceys) should understand, In order to be natural and 
productive, all the elernents that rose In a marvelous 
thiong—by means of the greater gollilcs Inscribed In 
Nature—to establish that land? What does it matier If there 
were strugotes berween the dty of the unlveisity and the 
feudal countryside? What difference If ihe servile marquls 
felt a warlike disdaln for the halfhreed workman? How 


80 


Important was the gem and stubborn duel between Anto- 
nlo de Narfio and St. Ignatius Loyola? Our capable and 
Indefatigable America conquers everything, and each day 
she plants her banner higher. From sunrise to sunset she 
conquets everything through the haimonious and antstle 
splint of the land that emerged out of the beauty and music 
of our nature, for she bestows upon our hearts her generosity 
and upon our minds the loftilness and serenity of her 
mountains. She conquers everything thiough the secular 
Influence with which this encircling grandeur and arder has 
compensated for the treacherous mixture and confusion of 
our bedgnalings: and through the expensive and humanitarian 
freedom, neither local nor racial nor sectarian, that came to 
our republics In thelr finest hour, and later, sifted and purfied. 
went out from the world’s capitals. It was a freedom that 
probably has no more spacious site In any natlon than the 
oné prepared In our boundless lands for the honest effort, 
the loyal solicltude, and the sincere fhendship of men. Would 
that the future might brand my lips! 

QOul of that troubled and sorely tdead America, born 
with thorns upon her brow and with words and the heart's 
hicod flowing out through the badly torn gag ilke lava, 
our eager serivings have braught us to ouc America of the 
present, at once hard-working and herotc, frank and vigilant, 
th Bolivar on one aim and Herbert Spencer on the other. 1t 
Is an America without childish Jealousies or nalve trust, 
fearlessly Inviting all races ta the fortunes of her home, 
because she knows she Is the America of Buenos Alres’ 
defense and of Callao’s endurance, the America of Cerro de 
la Carmpanas and of the new Troy. And would she piefer 
the hates and appetltes of the wold lastead of her own 
future, which is that of bdnging equity and justice In an 
atmosphere of unrestricted peace, withaut a wolf's greed 
ora sacistan s admonitions? Would she rather disintegrate 
al the hands of her own children than undertake the 
grandiose task of becoming more firmly unlled? Would she 
deslre to lic, because of acighborlng jealousles, Instead of 
following what Is written by the fauna and stars and history2 
Or would she piefer (to act at a legend to anyone who 


might offer her his services as a faatbay, or go out inta the 
world as a beggar to have her cup filled with terlble riches? 
Only self-created wealth and freedom earned by one's hand 
can endure, and It Is for good, Whoever dares malnialn that 
she would compiamise, does nat know our Ameilca 
Rivadavia, the man always scen Ina white cravat, sald that 
these countres would save themselves, and so they have 
The sea has been plowed. Our Amentca alsa bullds palaces, 
and gathers the useful surplus fam an oppressed warid. 
She also contributes her forests and brings it che book, the 
newspaper, the town, and the railroad. And our Ameutca. 
with the sun an her brow, also tlses aver deserts crowned 
with citles. And when the elements (hat formed our natlons 
reappear In this crisis of thell elaboration, the Independent 
Creole Is the one who prevalls and asserts himself, not the 
beaten Indian serving as spurt boy who holds the stirrup and 
puts his own foot Into Ie so that he can be higher than his 
master. 

That Is why we live here with such prde In our America. 
to setve and honor her. We certalnly do nol Ilve here as 
fulure slaves of dazzled peasants, but as people able and 
detesmined to help a man win esteem forhis good qualities 
and respect for his sacdAces. The very wars that are thrown 
In het teeth by those who misunderstand her out of pure 
lgnorance, ate the seal of honor for our nations that have 
never hesitated to hasten the course of progress with the 
entiching sustenance of thelr blood. and ihat can display 
thelr wars like a crown, Devald of the frictlon and dally 
stimulus of oul situgeles and passions that come to us from 
the soll where our childien have not been reared—and from 
a gteat distancel—In valn does this country Invite us Wih 
her magnificence, her fife and Its temptations, her heart anc 
its cowardice, to Indifference and forgetfulness. We ate 
taking our America, as host and insgltation, to where there 
Ig no fargetting and no death! And nelther cortuptive 
Interests nar certaln néw fashions In fanaticism will let us be 
upfoated from heit We must show our soul as Ii Is (o these 
Ilusitous messengers who have come here fom our natlons, 
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so they may see that we consider It falthful and honorable. 
We must convince these delegates that a Just admiration 
and a usefully sincere study af other natlons—a study nelther 
too distant nos myaplc—does nat weaken the ardent, 
fedempiive, and sacred love for what Is our own. Let us 
allow them to see that for our personal good—'f there Is 
any good {n the consclence Without peace—we will nat be 
traitars ta that which Nature and humanity demand of us. 
And thus, when each of them, content with our Integrity, 
returns 10 the shores that we may never see agaln, he will 
be able ta say to her who is aur mistress, hope, and guide: 
«Mother America. we found brothers there! Mather America, 
you have sons there]: 


fl Partido Liberal. Mexico, Aadl 12, 1889 
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Our Araraca 


The concelted villager believes the entire world to be his 
village. Provided that he can be mayor, ot humiliate the 
dval who stole his sweetheart, o1 add ¢o the savings In his 
strangbox, he cansiders the unlveisal order good, unawale 
of those giants with seven-league boars who can crush him 
undeifoot, ot of the strfe In the heavens between comets 
that go through the ail asteep. gulping down wards. What 
remains of the village In Amernca must rouse Itself. These 
are not the times for sleepingin a nightcap, but with weapons 
for a pillow, like the wardors of Juan de Castellanos: weapons 
af the mind, which conquer all others. Baicades of Ideas 
are worth more than barricades of stanes. 

There Is no prow that can cut through a claudbank of 
Ideas. A powerful Idea, waved before ihe warld at the 
propel time, can stop a squadron of lron-clad ships, Ilke the 
mystical flag of the Last Judgement. Nations that do not 
know one another should guickly become acqualated, as 
men who are to fight a camman enemy. Those who shake 
thelr fists, Ike jealous brothers caveting the same tract of 
land, or like the modest cottager who envies the esquire 
his mansian, should clasp hands and become one. Those 
who use the authority of a criminal traditlan to fap off the 
hands of thelr defeated brother With a sword stalned with 
hls own blood, cught to return the lands to the brather 
already punished sufficlenily, If thay da not want the people 
ta call them robbers. The honest man does not absolve 
himself of debts of hanor with money, at sa much a sfap. 
We can no longer be a peaple of leaves, Ilving In the alr 
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our fallage heavy with blooms and crackling of humming ac 
the whim of the sun’s caress, or buffeted and tossed by the 
storms. The trees must form ranks to keep the glant with 
seven-league boots from passing! It 1s the time of 
mobilization, of marching together, and we must go forward 
In close ranks, llke sliver in the velns of the Andes. 

Only those born prematurely are lacking In courage. Those 
without falth In thelr country are seven-month weaklings. 
Because they have no courage, they deny It to athers. Their 
puny arms—arms with biacelets and hands with palnted 
nails, arms of Pads of Maddd—can hardly teach the bottom 
IImb, and they claim the tall tree to be unclimbable. The 
shins shauld be loaded with thase harmful Insects that gnaw 
até the bone of the country that nourshes them. If they are 
Parlslans or from Maddd, let them go to the Prado, to boast 
around, of to Torton!'s, In high hats. Those carpenter's sons 
who are ashamed that thelr fathers are carpenters! Those 
born !n Amedca who are ashamed of ihe mother who reared 
them. because she wears an Indian apian, and, who disown 
thelr sick mother, the scoundrels, abandoning het on her 
sickbed] Then who Is a teal man? He who stays with his 
mother and qurses her In her iiness, or he who puts her to 
work out of sight, and lives at her expense on decadent 
lands, sporting fancy necktles. cursing the womb that carsled 
him, displaying the slgn of the traltor om the back of his 
paper frackcoat? These sons of our America, which will be 
saved by Its indlans and Is growing better; these deseners 
who take up arms In the armies cf a Nomh America that 
drowns |ts Indians In blood and is growing worsel These 
delicate creatures Who are men but are unwilling to da men’s 
workl The Washington whe made this land for them, did he 
Not go to live with the English, ata thine when he saw them 
fighting against hls own country. These-unbellevables: of 
honor who drag the honor over forelgn soll (Ike thelr 
counterparts In the French Revolutlon with thelr dandng, 
thelr affectallons, thelr drawing speech! 


For In what lands can men take more pide that in our 
long-suffedng Amerikan republics, ralsed up among the sifent 
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Indlan masses by the bleeding arms of a hundred apostles, 
to the sounds of batde between the book and the 
processtonal candle? Never In history have such advanced 
and unlted nations been forged In so short a time from such 
disorganized elements. The presumptuous man feels that 
the cath was made to serve as his pedestal, because he 
happens io have a facile pen o: colorful speech, and he 
accuses his native land of belng worthless and beyond 
redemption because Its Virgin |ungles fall to provide him 
with a constant means of travellng ovet the word, driving 
Persian ponles and lavishing champagne like a tycoon. The 
incapacity does not Ile with the emerging country In quest 
of sultable forms and a utilitarian greatness; It Iles rather 
wilh those who attempt to rule natlons af a unique and 
violent character by means of laws inherlted from four 
ceniudes of freedom in the United States and nineteen 
centuries of monarchy In France. A decree by Ham! |ton does 
not halt the charge of ihe plalasman's harse. A phrase by 
Sleyas does nothing to quicken the stagnant blood of the 
Indian race. To govern well, one must see things as they 
are. And the able governor In Amenica Is not the one wha 
knows how to govern the Germans o1 the french; he must 
know the elements that make up his own country, and haw 
to bilng them together, using methads and institutlons 
onlginating thin the country, ta reach that desirable state 
wvhere each man can analn self- realization and all may enjoy 
the abundance that Nature has bestowed In everyone ln 
the nation to enrich with thelr toll and defend with thelr 
lives. Government must orginate In the country. The splint 
of government must be that of the country. lis structure 
must conform ta rules appropriate to the country. Good 
government Is nothing more than the balance of the 
country’s natuial elements. 

That Is why la America the Impomed boak has been 
conquered by the natural man. Natural men have conquered 
learned and artiflclal men. The native half-breed has 
conquered the exotic Cieole. The struggle is not benveen 
dvillzaion and baibarty, but between false eruditlon and 
Nature. The natural man Is goad, and he respects and 
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rewards superior Intelligence as long as his humility Is nat 
turned against him, or he Is not offended by belng 
disregatded—something the natural man nevei forgives, 
prepared as he Is to forcibly regain the respect of whoever 
has wounded his pride or threatened his Interests. It Is by 
conforming with these disdalned native elements that the 
tyrants of America have climbed to power, and have fallen 
as soon as they betrayed them. Republics have pald wih 
appiesslon for theli Inabliity to recognize the true elements 
of thelr counines, to delve from them the right kind of 
government, and ta gavern accordingly. Ina new nation a 
government means a creator. 

In natlans composed af both culfured and uncultured 
elements, the uncultured will govern because I1 1s thelr hablt 
fo attack and resolve doubts with chels fists In cases where 
the cultured have falled In the art of governing. The 
uncullured masses are lazy and Umld In the realm of 
Intelligence, and they want to be governed well. Aut If the 
government hurts them, they shake te off and govern 
themselves. How can the unlversities produce governors if 
nat a single university in America teaches the rudiments af 
the art of government, the analysis of elements pecullar to 
the peoples of America? The young go out Into the word 
wearlng Yankee or French speciacies. hoping to govern & 
people ihey do not knaw. In the polilical ace entrance should 
be denied to those who are Ignorant of the rudiments of 
politics. The prize In literary contests should not go for the 
best ode, but for ihe best study of the political factors of 
one’s country. Newspapers, universities and schools should 
encourage the study of the country’s pertinent components. 
To know them Is sufficient, without mincing words; for 
whoever brushes aside even a par of the truth, whether 
through Intentlan of oversight, Is doomed (o fall. The truth 
he lacks thrives on negligence, and brings down whatever 
Is bulli without It, It ls easy to rese!ve our problem knowing 
Its camponents than ta resolve them withaut knowing them. 
Along comes the natutal man, strong and Indignant, and he 
topples all the Justice accumulated from books because he 
has not been governed In accordance with the obvious needs 


a? 


of the country. Knowing Is what counts. To know one's 
country and govern It with that knowledge Is the only way 
to free Ii from tyranny. The European university must bow 
to the Amenican unlversity. The history of Amedcica. from 
the Incas to ihe present, musi be taught In dear detall and 
to the leiter, evan If the archons of Greece are overlaaked 
Our Greece must take pdodty aver the Greece which Is not 
ours. We need it more. Natdonallst statesmen must replace 
forelen statesmen. Lei the world be giafied onla our 
tepublics, but the trunk must be our own. And let the 
vanquished pedant hold his tonque, for there are no fands 
in which a mar. may take greater pride than In our long- 
suffering American republics. 


With the rosary as our guide, our heads white and our 
bodles motiled, both Indians and Creoles, we fearlessly 
entered the wold of nations. We set oul to conquer freedom 
under the banner of the virgin. A priest, a few lleutenants, 
and a woman salsed the Republic af Mexico onto the 
shoulders of the Indlans. A few herolc students, Instructed 
In French liberty by a Spanish cleric, made Central America 
ise In revolt against Spain under a Spanish general. In 
manarchic garb emblazoned wth the sun, the Venezuelans 
to the norh and the Argentinians ta the south began bull- 
ding natlons. When the two heroes dashed and the cantinent 
was aboutta rock, one of them, and not the lesses, handed 
the reins to the ather. And since herolsm In times of peace 
Is rare because It Is nat as glorious as In times of war, It Is 
easier for a man to dle with honor than to think With logic 
It ls easler ta govern when feellngs are exalted and united 
than after a battle, when divisive, aitogant, exotic, of 
ambitious thinking emerges. The forces routed In the eple 
struggle— with the feline cunning of the species, and using 
the welght of realitles—were undermining the new structure 
which compised both the rough: and-ready, unique regions 
of our half-breed Amertca and the silk-stockinged and 
frackcoated people af Pars beneath the flag of feedom 
and reason borrowed from nations skilled In the ans of 
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government. the hierarchical constitution of the colonles 
resisted the democratic organization of ihe republics. The 
cravatted capitals left thelr country boots In the vesilbule. 
The bookworm iedeemers falled to realize that the revolution 
succeeded hecausé It came from the soul of the natian; 
they had to govern with that soul and not Without or agalnst 
It. America began to suffer, and sdll suffers, from the tlresome 
task of reconciling the hostlle and discordant elements it 
Inhedted fram a despotic and perverse colonizers, and the 
Imporied methods and Ideas which have been retarding 
logical government because they are lacking in local realldes. 
Tnrown out of gear for three <enturles by a power which 
denied men the dghr to use thelr reason, the continent 
disregarded or closed its ears to the unlettered throngs that 
helped bilng It to redemption, and embarked on a 
government based on reasan—a reason belonging to all 
for the common good, not the university brand of reason 
over ihe peasant biand, The problem of Independence did 
not lle In a change of forms dut in change of spine 

lt was |mperative to make common cause with the 
oppressed, In order to secure a new system opposed ta 
the ambltlons and governing habits of the apptessars. The 
tiger, fightened by gunfire, returns at night to his prey. He 
dies wlth his eyes shoardng flames and his claws unsheathed, 
He cannot be heard coming because he approaches with 
velvet tiead. When ihe prey awakens, the tiger Is aleeady 
upon It. The colony lives on the republic, and our America 
Is saving Itself from Its enarmous mistakes--the pride of its 
capltal diles, the blind tdumph af a scorned peasantry, the 
excessive Influx of foreign ideas and formulas, the wicked 
and unpollileal disdain for ihe abariginal race— because of 
the higher virtue, endched, with necessary blaad, of a 
republic struggling against a colany. The tiger lurks against 
every tree, lying In walt at every turn. He wll die with his 
claws unsheathed and his eyes shooting flames. 


But «these countdes will be saved,» as was announced 


by the Argentinian Rivadavia, whose only sin was belng a 
gentlenyan In these tough-and-ready times. A man does 
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not sheathe a machete in a silken scabbard, nor can he lay 
aside the short lance merely because he Is angered and 
stands at the door of lturblde’s Congress, «demanding that 
the falr-halred one be named empera:.» These countries 
will be saved because a genius for moderation. found In the 
serene harmony of Naluie, seems to prevall In the continent 
of light, where there emerges a new real man schooled far 
these real times In the cdtlcal philosophy which In Europe 
has replaced the philosophy of guesswork and phalanstery 
thal saturated the previous generallon. 

Wie were a phenomenon with a chest of an athlete, the 
hands of a dandy, and the braln of a child. We were a 
masquerader In Engilsh breeches, Parislan vest, North 
American jacket, and Spanish cap. The Indian hovered neat 
us In silence, and went off to hills to baptize his children 
The Negro was seeing pounng out the songs of his heart at 
night, alone and unrecognized among the rivers and wild 
animals. The peasant, the creator, turned In bilnd Indignatlon 
agalnst the disdalnful clry, against hls own child. As for us. 
we were nothing but epautets and prafessars gowns In 
countdes that came Into the world weanng hemp sandals 
and headbands. It would have been the mark of genius to 
couple the headband and the professors’ gown with the 
founding fathers’ generoslty and courage, ta rescue the 
Indian, ta make a place for the competent Negro, to fit 
liberty to the body of those who rebelled and conquered 
for It. We were left with the hearer. the general, the scholar, 
and the sinecured. The angelic young, as If caught In the 
tentacles of an octopus, lunged heavenward, only to fall 
back, crowned with douds In sterile glory. The native, driven 
by Instinct, swept away the golden staffs of office in bilnd 
t_umph. Neliher ihe European noi the Yankee could provide 
the key to the Spanish Amesican riddie. Hate was attempted, 
and every yeas the counties amounted to less. Exhausted 
by the senseless struggle between the book and the lance, 
between reason and the processional candle, between the 
clty and the country, weary of the Impossible tule by dval 
urban cliques over the natural nation tempestuous or Inert 
by turns, we begin almeast unconsclously to try love. Nations 
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stand up and greet one another, «What are we?e Is the 
Mutual question, and Iiede by little they furnish answers, 
When a problem adses In Coffmar, they do not seek its 
solution ta Danzig. The frockcoast are stlil French, but thought 
begins to be American. The youth of America are rolling up 
thelr sleaves, digaing thelr hands In ihe dough, and making 
It rise with the sweat of thelr brows. They reallze that there 
Is tag much Imitation, and that creation holds the key to 
salvatlan «Create: Is the password of this generation. The 
wine Is made from plantaln. but even If It turns sour, {t Is 
our own ‘Mine! That 2 country’s form of government must 
be in keeping with Its natural elements |s a foregone 
conclusion. Absolute ideas must take refatlve forms If they 
are not to fail because of an error In form. Freedom. to be 
viable, has to be sincere and complete. If a repubile refuses 
to open lis arms ta all, and move ahead with all, It dles. The 
tiger Within sneaks In through the crack: so does the tiger 
from Mthout The veneral holds back his cavalry to a pace 
that sults his Infantry, for If its Infantry Is left behind. the 
cavalry ill be surrounded by the enemy. Palltics and strategy 
arc one Nations should live In an atmosphere of self-crldeclsm 
because It [4 healthy, but always With one heart and one 
mind. Stoop ta the unhappy. and lift chem up In your arms! 
Thaw out frozen Amedea with the fire of your hearts! Make 
the natural blood of the natlcns course vigorously through 
thelr velns{ The new Americans are on thelr feet, saluting 
each ather fram nation to nation, the eyes of the laborers 
shining with [oy. The natura! statesman anses, schooled In 
the direct study of Nature. He teads to apply his knowledge. 
not tolmitate. Economists study the problems at thelt point 
of ongin. Speakers begin a policy of moderation. Playwrights 
bring native characteis to the stage, Academles discuss 
practical subjects. Poetry shears offlts Zorillla-ilke locks and 
hangs lis red vest on the glorlous tree. Selective and sparkling 
prose Is filled with Ideas. In the indlan republics, the 
governors are fearing Indian. 

America Is escaping all Its dangers Some of the republics 
are still beneath the sleeping actopus, but others, under the 
law of averages, are draining thelr lands wich a sublime and 
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furlous haste, as If to make up for centudles lost. Stil! others. 
forgerdng that Juarez went about In a carrlage drawn by mules, 
hitch thelr camlages to the wind, theif coachmen soap bubbles 
Polsonous luxury, the enenry of freedom, comupts the frtvotous 
and opens the daar to the foreigner. In oihers, where 
independence Is threatened, an epic splice helghtens thelt 
manhood. Sdll others spawn an army capable of devouring 
them In voracious wars. But perhaps our Amenca Is running 
another risk that does noi came from itself but from the 
difference In ofains, methods, and inleres! between the two 
halves of the continent, and the tlme Is near at hand when an 
enteronsing and vigorous people who scorn and Ignore our 
Ameilca Will even $06 approach It and demand a close 
telatlonship. And since strang nations, self-made by law and 
shotgun, love strong natlons and them alone: since the time 
of madness and ambitlon—from which Nonh America may 
be freed by the predominance of the purest elements In Its 
blood, of on which It may be launched by Its vindictive and 
sardid masses, Its traditian of expansion, of the ambitions af 
some powerful leader—Is nat so near at hand, even ta the 
most flmorous eye, that there Is no time for the test of discaieet 
and unwavering pride that could confiant and dissuade It: 
since Its good name as a republic In ihe eyes of the world’s 
peiceptive natians puts upon North Amenca a restraint that 
cannot he taken away by childish provocations of pompaus 
atrogance of paricidal discords among ous Ameilcan 
natlons— the pressing need of our America Is to show itself 
as itis, one in spirit and Intent, swift conquerors of asuffocating 
past, stalned only by the eniiching blaod dtawn from the 
scarfs left upon us by our masters. The scorn of our formida- 
ble nelghbor who does not knaw us ls out America’s greatest 
danger. And since the day of the visit Is near, Iels Imperative 
that aur nelghbor know us, and soan, so that it Will nat scorn 
us. Through Ignorance It might even come to lay hands on 
us. Once It does know us, Ht will remove tts hands out of 
respect, One must have falih In the best In men and distrust 
the warst. One must allow the best to be shown so that II 
reveals and plevalls over the worst. Nations should have a 
pliiary for whoever stlis up usefess hates, and another for 
Whoever falls to tell them the truth In ilme. 
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There can be no radial animosity, because there are no 
races. The theanst and feeble thinkers string together and 
warm aver the bookshelf races which the well-disposed 
observer and the faltr-minded traveler vainly seek In the 
justice of Nature where man’s unlversal Identity springs forth 
from tdumphant love and the turbulent hunger for life. The 
soul, equal and eternal, emanates from bodles of different 
shapes and calors. Whoever foments and spreads 
antaganism and hate between the races, sins agalnsi 
humanity. But as natlons take shape amang other different 
nations, there Is a condensation of vital and Individual 
characledstlcs of thought and habit, expansion and conquest, 
vanity and greed which could—from the latent stare of 
natlonal concern, and in the perlod of Internal disorder. or 
fhe rapidity With which the country's character has deen 
accumulating— be turned Into a serious thieat for ihe weak 
an Isolated nelghborng counties. declared by the strong 
caunty to be Inferior and perishable. The thought Is father 
to the deed. And ane must not ateilbute, through a provin- 
clal antipathy, a fatal and inborn wickedness to the 
continent's fale skinned nation simply because It does not 
$peak our language, nor see the world as we see It. not 
resemble us tn Its political defects, so different framy ours, 
not favorably regard the exchable, darkskinned people, or 
tock charltably, from Its sal uncertaln eminence, upon those 
tess favared by history, who dimb the road of republicanism 
by herolc stages. The self-evident facts of the problem should 
nat be obscuted, because the problem can be resolved, for 
the peace of centuries to come, by approplate study, and 
by tacit and Immediate unlon in the continental split. With 
a single volee the hymn Is already belong sung; the present 
generation |s carrying Indusirnous America along the road 
enilched by ihelr sublime fathers; filam Rio Grande to the 
Stralts of Magellan, the Great Semi, asende Its condor, spiead 
the seed of the new Ametica over the romantic natlons of 
the continent and the sorrowful Islands of the seal 
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THe MONETARY CONTERENCL OF TRE AMLACAN RrPuaLics 


On May, 24, 1888, the President of the United States 
Invited the Ameréan natlons and the Kingdom of Hawail In 
the Pacific Ocean, to an !nternational Conference In Was- 
hington, convoked by the Senate and the House of 
Representailves for the puipose of studying, among othe: 
things, «he adoption by each government of a common 
sllver currency to be pul into compulsory use by the <luzens 
of every Ametican nation In thelr redprocal commercial 
transactions.» 

On April 7, 1890, the Internatlonal Conference, of which 
the Unlted States was a part, recommended the establish- 
ment of an International monetary unton with the minting. 
as a basis of this unlon, of one of more international 
currencles, uniform In welght and legality, to be used by all 
the counties represented at this Canference. it also proposed 
that a commission shauld meet In Washington to study the 
quantity, curfent tate, valuc, and ratlo of the metals from 
which the Internallonal cutrency would be minted, 

On March 23, 1891, aftera month's delay requested by 
the International Monetary Commission meeting In Was- 
hington at the request of the US. delegation, «to have time 
to become acqualnted with the opinion pending In the House 
of Representatives regarding the free minting of silver,: the 
U.S. delegation declared to (the Conference that the creatlan 
of a common silver currency of compulsory use In all the 
American nations was a fascinating dteam that could not be 
attempted without the agreement of the other world powers 
The delegation recommended the use of gold and silver for 
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the currency In a fixed ratlo. |1 wished that afl (he American 
natlons and the Kingdom of Hawall seated at the 
Conference. would together Invite all ihe powers to a Unl- 
versal Monetary Congress. 

What Is the lesson to be learned by America from the 
Internatlonal Monetary Commission, canvoked In 1888 by 
the United States, with the approval! of Congress, to discuss 
the adopilon of a common silver currency, and to which the 
United States says, In 1891. that the common silver cumency 
Is a fascinating dream? 


What should be needed Is nor the form of things, but 
thelr spidt. Whal matters !s whatIs real. not what is seeming. 
In galltics, what Is 1eal Is what cannot be seen. Polltics Is 
the art of combining, for an increasing inner well-belng, a 
couniry’s diveise or opposing factors, and of saving the 
country fram the open hasitility or the covetous friendship 
of ofthe: nations, |n every invilallon among nations one must 
took far hidden reasons. No nation does anything conttary 
(o Jt own Interests. from which It can be deduced that 
what a nadon does Is to Its own advantage. If two nations 
da not share common Interests, they cannot get together 
Should they do so, they would dash. Lesser nations, st!il In 
the throes of gestation, cannot safely Join forces with those 
seeking a remedy for the excess praducilon of a compact 
and aggressive population. and a drainage for thelr own 
uneasy rabbles, Ina unian with the lesser nations. The political 
acis of true cepublics are the composite result of the elements 
of the national character, the economic needs, the paity 
needs, and the needs of the politicians at the helm. When 
one nadon Is invited to Join another, ignorant and bewildered 
pollidans would be able {o do so hastlly. young people 
entranced with beautiful ldeas would pralse It unjudidously, 
and venal ar demented pollticians would tecelve [tas a 
favor and glorfy It with obsequlous wotds. But he who 
feels In bls hear the angulsh of his country, he who Is 
foresighted and vigilant, must make Inqutrles and be capable 
of telling what elements make up the character of the hast 
nation and the quest nation, and whether they are 
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predisposed ta the comman effort because of common 
antecedents and customs, and whether or not It ls probable 
that the dreaded elements of the host country could develop 
In the union envisaged by It, at some risk ta the guest 
country. Hie must Inquire into the palltical forces of the 
county extending the Invitation. as well as Into the Inferests 
of its partles, and the Interests of its men at the moment the 
Invitation is extended. Whoever reaches a decision without 
por Investigation, at desises the unlon without knowledge. 
or recommends !t merely because of some enticing wards 
and bewilderment o1 defends li because of his puny pra- 
vindlal soul, wi] damage America. At what precise moment 
was the Internatlonal Monetary Commission convened and 
subsequently held? Does it turn out fromit, or not, that the 
American International policy Is, or ls not a banner of tacal 
politics and an Instument of paity ambition? Has the United 
States Itself given this lesson to Spanish America, of has It 
not? Shauld Spanish America Ignore It of profit from It? 


A natlon grows and Influences other natlons according 
to the elements composing it. The actlon of one country, In 
an alliance of countdes, will conform to that country’s saflent 
elements, and cannot differ from them. ff a lush and fraguant 
pasture 1s made avallable to a hungry hose, the horse will 
iush In, bury itself in the grass up fo ihe withers, and angdly 
nlp at anyone who bothers It. 

Two condors of two lambs came together without as 
much danger as a condor and a lamb. The same young 
condors, happlly engaged In the spinited games and boasiful 
squabbles of fledglings, wauld be unable to defend. or would 
not arnve In time and together ta defend, the prey a mature 
condor would snatch from them. To see ahead Is the essential 
quallty In the bullding and governing of natlons. Governing 
Is nathing more than foreseeing. Before joining another 
natlon, it must be seen what harm or what benefit can accrue 
naturally out of the elements composing that natlon. 

[tis not necessary merely to ascertaln whether the natlons 
are as gieat as they appear, and whether the same 
accumulation of power that dazzies ihe Impatient and 
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Incapable has not come about at the expense of higher 
qualities. and by Mrue of qualitles which threaten those 
who admire that power. But rather, even when the greatness 
I¢ genuine and profaund, durable, just, useful, and cordlal, 
It ls quite possibly of another kind and the result of other 
methods than the greatness that can be aspired to unalded, 
and reached of Its awn accard through lis own methods -= 
the only feasible ones— by a natlon witha different concept 
of life and living Ina different atmosphere and In a different 
way. When life ls shared, ideas and customs must be shared. 
For these who must Ilve together, It Is nat enough for their 
oblecilves In llfe to be the same, but thelr way of living 
must be so as well, Othenvise they Aght and scorn, and 
hate cach other for their differences |n manneras they would 
for thelr diffetences In their objectives. Counliles without 
common methads, even when thelr goals aie idenileal. 
cannat unke to achleve thelr cammon purposes through 
Identical means. 

Not even he knows and sees can honestly say~-for thls 
can be sald only by he who does not know of see, of who 
because of his own Interes{s ls unwililng to know of see— 
that In the United States prevalls today that most human 
and Mille -—although always egotistical and conquering— 
element of the rebelilaus colanists, whether younger sons 
of the nobility, ar Purltan bourgealsie Burt chls elenvent— 
which cansumed the native race, fostered and lived on the 
slavesy of another race, and reduced or robbed the 
nelghbaiing countdes—has been sharpened instead of 
softened by the continuous grafting af the European crowd. 
a tyrannical breeding of political and religious despatism 
whose anly common quality Is the accumulated appetite 
for exerting over the rest the authorty that was exerted 
over themselves. They belleve In need, In the dbarbarlan's 
right as the only dght: «This will be ours because we need 
It. They belleve In the Incomparable superority of «the 
Anglo-Saxon race over the Latin.» They belleve In the 
Infetiarity of the Blacks whom they enslaved yeslerday and 
vex today, and of the indlans, whom they are exterminating 
They belleve that the Spanish American nadons are made 
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up padncipally of Indlans and Blacks. Until the United States 
knows more about Spanish America, and respects It more, — 
although with the Incessant. urgent, and Wise explanations 
of our people and resouices it could come {o respect |t— 
can this country Invite Spanish America to a union (hat would 
be honest and useful lo Spanish Amedea? 


Whoever says economic unlon says political union. The 
natlon that buys. cammands. The natlon that sells, seives. 
Trade must Le balanced to assure freedom. A natlon eager 
to dle sells to a single natlon, and one eager to save Itself 
sells to more than one. A country's excessive Influence on 
another's trade becomes polltical Influence. Polltles Is the 
work of men who sultender thelr feelings lo interest, or 
sacifice part of thern to lt. When a sitong natlon supplies 
another with fed, It makes the latter serve It. When a strong 
nation wants to fight a battle with another, It demands 
alleglance and service fram those nations dependent upan 
It. The first thing a nation does to dominate another Is to 
separate It from other natlons. Let the country desiring 
freedom be free In business affalrs. Let It distilbute Its 
commerce among equally stiong counties. If lt must prefer 
one, let it prefer the one that needs It least and scarns It 
least, Let there be no unlons of America agalnst Europe, 
nor with Eurape against an Ametican nation. The 
geographical fact of living together In America does not 
oblige political union, exceptin the mind of some candidate 
or same college graduate. Commerce follows land and water 
ways, and goes after whoever can offer samething ta 
exchange, be It monarchy or repubtic. Union with the word, 
and not with a part of Il; nor vAth one part againsi another. 
If the family of American republics has one mission, It ls 
not that of deing dilven by one of them against future 
republics. 

Nor In agreements on a currency, which is an Instrument 
of trade, can a healthy natlon— out of reverence for a country 
thal never came {o Its assistance, as does sa because of 
emulation and fear of another—dispense with those nations 
that advance to it the funds needed for ics enterprises, make 
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It love them because of thelr falth, walt for Itin its crises and 
offer It a means of escape from them. treat it as an equal 
without showing arrogant disdain. and buy Its praducts. 
Only one should be the custency all ove the unlverse. It 
shall be. Everything primitive, such as cunency differences. 
Wi! disappear when there will no longer be any primitive 
nallons., Let the earth be peopled so that an equal and 
cultured peace prevails In both commerce and politics. A 
unlform curcency must be attempted. All that prepares for 
Ie must he dane. The legal use of the essentlal metals must 
he acknowledged. A fixed ratlo between gold and silver 
must be established. All thai bangs man closer together 
and makes Ilfe more moral and tolerable must be desired 
and helped to become a reality. All that brings nations 
together: must be realized. But the way to bing them 
together Is nat by causing some (to ise up against others, 
nar can the groundwork for world peace be lald by arming 
acantinent agains! the natlons that have given life to most 
of Its counties, and are malntalning them with thal 
purchases. Nor Is it by Iaviling the Amvercan rations, In 
debt to Europe, to unlfy— with the nation that nevet exten- 
ded them créedit—a currency whose purpose |s (6 compel 
thelr European creditors, who do extend them credit, ta 
accept a currency telecied by thelr creditars. 

The currency of cammerice must be acceptable io the 
counties engaged In commerce. Any changes In ciency 
must be made at feast In accord with those countres with 
which commerce is greatest. The seller cannot affard to 
offend his best customer, who extends credit, 1o please the 
small buyer, os wha tefuses to buy from him and denles 
him ceedit A needy debtor must not offend or even alarm 
his creditors. A currency upsetting to counties with which 
you trade much not be Introduced Into countdes which da 
not trade much, of do not fall ta trade for currency 1easans. 
When the greatest obstacle to the recognition and 
standardization of the silver curiency 14 the fear of lls 
oveiproduction In the United States, and of the fictitious 
value the United States can give |i by means of Its fegislailan, 
then everything that !ncreases this fear {s harmful to silver. 
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The future of the silver currency Iles In the moderation af 
its. producers. To farce It |s to devalue It. Spanish American 
sliver will rise of fall with the world's silver. If Spanish 
American countdes sell thelr products prindpally. If not 
exclusively, In Europe, and recelve loans and credit from 
Europe, what good can result from adopting, through a 
sysiem wishing ta do violence to the Eusopean one, a 
currency that would not be cecelved, of would be recelved 
devalued, In Furope? If the greatest obstacle to the elevation 
of sIlvei and Its fixed relation to gold is the fear of Its Aciitious 
value and overproduction In (he United States. what benefil 
can accrue—elthe: far the Spanish Amercan countles 
praducing silver or lor the United States Itseif—from a 
cunency that would Insure a eteater dominion and circulation 
for the United States silver? 


But the Pan-American Congress, which could have seen 
what It did nol always sce. falled to free the American 
repubii<s fram future compromises from which it did not 
free them. II should have studied the proposals of the 
convocation in the Ilght of its political and local 
antecedents—the large surplus of manufactured goods 
brought about by an unruly protectionism, the Republican 
Party's need to cajole Its protectlonist supporters, the frivolity 
vith which a pollilcal master magician could palnt an 
Imperlalistic Idea with republican colors and at the same 
ume flatter, like a candidate's banner, the Interests of the 
Industrallsis eages to sell, and the latent and hardly mature 
tendency to sublugation In the national blaod.The Pan- 
American Congress, which postpaned what It did not wish 
to tesolve because of an unwise spirit of needless concession. 
or could not resolve because of devious pledges or too 
litile {ime, recommended the creatlon of an International 
Monetary Union, the establishment of one or mote 
International currencles, and the meedng of a Commission 
(© dedde upon Its type and rules. The American republics 
pald pollle atientlon to the tecammendation. Delegates fiom 
most of them met in Washington. Mexico and Nicatagua. 
Brazil] and Peru, Chile and Argentina delegated thelr resident 
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miotsters. The minister from Argentina resigned his post, 
later to be filled by anather delegate. The other republics 
sent special delegates. Paraguay had no representation. 
Nelther did Central America, with the exceptian of Nicata- 
gua and Honduras, whose delegate. a North American 
admilral’s son, was unable to speak Spanish. By unanimaus 
agreement the minister fom Mexica presided over the 
Commission. There were sessions an protocol, rules and 
regutatlons, previous committees. The common toplc here 
was not the currency, but doubl, ar certalnly, thal an 
agreement could be reached. And there were heated 
exchanges In the debates. One delegate spoke about «tne 
commerce, another prematurely declared himself hostile 
to «that Impossible Idea.» A United States delegate 
demanded a long delay «to have time to become acquainted 
with the opinion pending In the House of Representatlves 
on the free minting of silver. And sdi! another, having 
brought the overpresumpilon of the United States delegate 
Within the legal bounds of cournesy, established that «tt might 
be understood that the delay was ta enable the delegation 
from the host country to camplete Its preparatory studles, 
since by no means would It be assumed that the apinian of 
the Hause of Representatlves would necessadly alter the 
opinions af the Commission.+ 

Once the delay was arranged, and the Hause had 
disbanded without voting the law of free silver, the various 
delegailons agaln occupied thelr places at the Commission 
table Perhaps some of them had heard what the country’s 
notables were saylng without reservations. Perhaps they 
had heard that those who passed for frlends of the 
government majority did not regard the Commission 
favorably; thal the government was displeased by ihe 
minonty’s interest In maintaining allegedly through cunning, 
a continental pallcy; and that this dangerous bragging about 
a continent-wide policy was not even by a minonty but by 
ane man; that thts empty-headed Commission should 
disband so that It would not serve as a gallecal joker for a 
candidate who has no quaims, and knows haw to profit 
from anything; that the simple discussion of a common sliver 
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culrency both alarmed and offended the supporters of gold, 
whose opinions prevall on the present advisory committees 
of ihe Republican Party; (hat the Spanish Ameiican countdes 
would undoubtedly see for themselves, If they still have 
eyes, the danger of laying themselves apen, through thelr 
Idea of courtesy or thelr Impatience fos false progress, to a 
policy which draws them— through the flattery of words 
and (he threads of Intiigue=«inio a unton forged by thase 
who propose It with a concept different from that of those 
who accept It. A U.S. delegate stood up before the 
Commisslan, convoked by the United States to adopt a 
unlversal currency, and proposed, suppoited by a Arm 
exposition of manetary tuths-—-In which It termed an 
international currency a «fascinating dream»—that the 
Commission should dedare Inopportune the creation af one 
of more common silver currencies; that lt be Judged that 
the establishment of the double silver and gold standard, 
with 4 universally accepted relationship, would facilitate the 
miniing of those cutrencles, that It should recommend that 
the republics represented at the Conference, through the 
mediation of thelr: respeciive governments, should all 
together convoke a Universal Monetary Conference to 
discuss the establishment of a unlfoim and approprate 
monetary system based upon gold and silver. «There Is 
another and far more extensive word across the ocean,» 
sald the delegate, «and that world’s Insilstence on nat 
elevating silver to the dignity of gold Is the great and Insu- 
perable current obstacle to the internatlonal adoption of 
sllvet.: The United States, then, pointed oul to a complacent 
America the dsk the latter might have tun In acceding taa 
hastily co the United States’ suggestions! 

The Commission gave the assignment of studying the 
U.S. proposals to five countdes: Chile, Argentina, Biazil, 
Colombla, and Uruguay. and the Commission unanimously 
agieed to recommend acceptance of the Nath American 
proposals. «The Commission could nat find It surprising that 
the U.S. delegates shauld recognize the ituihs which the 
International Commission had found Itself obliged to 
recognize on Its own account.» «Since Itls dementary Justice 
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to do so, the Commission respected the principle of 
submitting to every nation on eamth the proposal to 
standardize ihe substances and thelr proportions In the 
currencies which must be used by every nation In thele 
commercial teansactions.» «lt would be a dream, unbefitting 
the greatness and generosity to which the republics are 
obliged, to refuse directly or Indlrectty—iolating natural 
Interests and human dutles—to discuss thls most freely with 
the other natlons of the globe» Bul the Commission did 
not propose, as did the United States, that «all the word 
powers) be Invited, «to aveld running the risk, with an 
Inviiatlon not sufficiently justified, af Instiillng fear—no less 
real for belng unfounded—-In the powers that would consider 
the summoning as a determination, no matter how skilled 
and dissembled, co hurry them Into a solutlon they would 
surely reach before by themselves, if they so desired, If 
thelr suspicions are aroused, os ihel: punctilio Is wounded 
by an insistence that would have no season to attach to the 
monetary problem a singte new factor of Impoilance, or a 
single unknown fact.+ «Silver must gradually move claser to 
gold... «Overproductlan moves silver away from gold. 
Silver currencies cannot, must not, be made to disappear.! 
«A uniform currency must be gradually established, but 
through the honest and trusting agreement of all the working 
people an earth to assure Ita durable basis and not through 
the vidlent means of cunning taken to the economy, which 
foster {tli and provake retallation and cannot last.. «But 
the [aint Invitation Is not recommended.: And when upan 
teviewing the manelary detalls It was the Commission's 
turn to note the spidtin which Spanish America understood 
them, and now understands whatever concerns the Indlvi- 
dual and independent life of Its peaple, It noted it thus: 
‘The countries represented at this Conference did not 
come here because of the false atteactlon of lanovatians not 
yetin season, nar because they did nat know all the factors 
that preceded and accompanied the fact of Its canvo<atlon, 
but to glve a sign—easy for those who are sure of thelr 
destiny and thelr ability to attain (t— of that frtendly courtesy 
$0 gratifying and useful among both nations and men. They 
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came here to give a sign of thelr readiness to discuss Jn 
good falth all thatis belleved to be proposed In goodwill: 
to give a sign of the affectionate desire to support, With the 
Unlted States as with the other nations of the wadd, whatever 
contributes to ihe peace and well-belng of men.: «There 
must be no repiehensible haste elfhec Jn promoting or 
contacilng among nations any unnecessary commliiments 
beyond the limits of Nature and reallty.: «The function of 
fhe Amencan continent Is not to unsenle the word with 
new faciors of tivalry and discord, nor to reestablish the 
Impedal system under other names and melhods wherever 
republics cormupt and dle; but to discuss In peace and honesty 
with chase nations which In the hazardaus hour of 
emancipation sent us thelr soldiers, and In the restless years 
of farmatian ate keeping thelr strangboxes open to us. 
‘All natlons should meetin flendship as often as passible, 
to gradually replace the forever-dead system of groups and 
dynasties wth the system of unlversal growth, regardless 
of the language of isthmuses and the barrers of oceans. 
«Every nation’s doors should be kept open to the enrching 
and legitimate freedom of all natlons. The hands of every 
nation should be kept free to develop the country without 
resteetlons and according to Its distinctlve nature and its 
own elements. 


When the host rises ta his feet, the guesis do not Insist 
upon remaining seated at the table. When guests who have 
come ftom far away, more because of courtesy than appetite, 
find the host ai the door saying that ihere 1s nothing to eat, 
the guests da not push him aside of enter his house by 
force ar shout for him to open the dining room. The guests 
should say aloud thelr caurtesy reasons for coming, and 
that If was not out of need or serlity, so thelr host will nor 
consider them to have been carved on one knee or that 
they are puppets who come and go at the whim of the 
puppeteer. Then they should leave. There is a way of 
withdrawing, with the back turned around, that adds stature. 
A Spanish-Amedcan delegate, aware that the Monetary 
Commission had no other purpose than to «achieve what 
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had been recommended,: and falling to see that a 
recammendation automatically Includes discussion and 
confirmation before belng accepted, upheld the opinion 
which, MIhoul visible source, went meandering among the 
delegates that the Monetary Commission had noi come, as 
its promoter the United States belleved, to see whether an 
International currency could and should be created. but to 
create It now. although the United States Itself reallzed that 
It could not be created at Ihis ime. And the delegate 
Ppropased a minutely detalled plan foran American cunency 
which he called «Columbus,« patierned after that of the Latin 
Unlon, plus a Cound of Vigilance «resident in Washing- 
tan. 

The Unltes States had not sald that the abstacle to the 
creation of the internatlonal currency was the House of 
Representatives opposition to vating for the free coinage af 
sllver, but the opposition of the vast world across the sea ta 
the acceptance of the silver currencies In a fixed and equal 
retadion to gold. But a Scanish-Amencan delegate asked: 
«Would It not be wiser, assuming that the new House of 
Representatives will vote for the flee minting of sHver before 
the year's end, ta suspend the Conference sessions unitil, 
say, january 1, 1892, when this matter will probably have 
been dedded by the U.S. government?» And when, out of 
respect for the guests, anoiher delegate urged a plain and 
prudent acceptance of the U.S. praposals, except the 
recommendation of a Word Conference. a Spanish-American 
delegate who speaks no Spanish tded fo demand and obtain 
a suspension of the sessions. Who could be Interested, fos 
the Spanish Americans were not, In a continuance of the 
U.S.-spansored Commission counter to the canclusive 
opinion of the United States Itself? Who, in a largely Spanish- 
American assembly, spurred opposition to the U.S. 
proposals? Who, aside from thase who make a banner out 
of the continental pallcy propased by the United States, 
was harmed by the Idea of a continental currency belng 
declared Impossible In the Commission convaked for Its 
study by the Unlted States liself? Why did It. and how could 
$0 naturally arse—In a Monetary Commission composed 
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mostly of Spanish Amercans—the thought of opposing the 
closing of a Commission assembled to discuss a project 
which the Spanish-American delegates, almost to a man, 
expressly declared Impossible to catry oul? if they 
themselves were not benefliing from It, then what Interest, 
In thelr midst, avalled Itself of thelr excessive good will and 
put them at Its service? Or, according to those familiar wth 
the inner workings of politics, was It that the interest af a 
political group, of of a bold and obstinate U.S. pollildan. by 
hidden means and private Influences roused an assembly 
of nations agalnse the sober and considered judgement of 
the U.S. government? Was It that the assembly of Spanish- 
American natlons was going to serve the Interests af him 
who compels them Into confused alllances, dangerous 
alllances, Impossible alllances, disregarding the advice of 
those who-<because of thelr local partisan Interests, of 
because of laternational Justice—are opening the doors ta 
fhem so they may be saved fiom those alliances? 

The assembly of delegates pondeied, feared, applied 
pressure, ark! ran lhe great risk of doling what ought nal to 
have been done: leaving standing—at the whim af a 
desperate and unsctupulous allen pollcy—an assembly 
which, because of the complex and delicate nature of 
relatlons between the United States and many of the Spantsh- 
American natians, could, In the hands of a ruthless candidate, 
yleld to the United States more than would be convenient 
to ihe respect and securty of the Spanish American nations. 

To appear accommodating to the polnt of weakness would 
not be the best way of escaping the dangers to which a 
1eputatlon far weakness Is exposed in trading with a 
competitive and overflowing nation . Wisdom does nat lle 
In corroborating a reputation for weakness, bul In using the 
occasion to show oneself ene:getic without dak. And In this 
matter of risk, when one chooses the propitious tlme and 
uses it with moderation, the least dangetous course of action 
Is to be energetic. Who bullds natlons upon serpenis? But If 
there was a battle; If ihe eagerness for pragress In the still 
unformed republics leads thelr children, because of a sin- 
gulat deflection of reasan or a bitter leavening of servility. 
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to greater trust In the virtue of progress In nations where 
they were not born than In natlons where they were: Ifa 
yearning to see thelr native land grow leads them to the 
bilndness of hungering for methods and things which In 
other places aie due to factors forelgn or hostile to thelr 
country. which must grow In accord with Its own features 
and thelr resultant methods; If the natural caution of natlons 
grounded close to North Amertca did nat consider advisable 
what, due fo that nearness, Is of greater Interest to them 
than lo others; Iflocal and respectable prudence, or fear, or 
personal abligatlon softened men’s characters more than 
what Spanish-Amercan Independence and cieation affalis 
call fos. these things were not apparent In the Monetary 
Commission, foi li agreed ta dissalve. 


ta Revista Husttada. New York, May 1891 
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Sivdn Bottvar!! 


Ladies and gentlemen: 


With the contdte brow of the Americans who have yet to 
entet the Americas, serenely aware of the (ue glace and 
worh of the great son af Caracas In the spontaneous and 
manifold wark of American freedam: With the reverence 
and awe of ane who silll sees before him, demanding his 
dué share, that man whose majesty and magnanimity were 
ilke the ralntree of the savannahs, Ilke the dvers plunging In 
furmail from the mountaintops, and like the large buining 
locks ihat come thundesing fram the bowels of the earth. | 
bring the meager homage of my wards, less profound and 
eloquent than my silence. to hlm who tore Pizarro's flag 
from the skles of Cuzco, Above the carping criticism... above 
the outbursts of ptalse and abuse, above even the 
shortcomings of that prince of freedom—black flecks on 
the condor'’s breast—the real man emerges radiant. He sears 
and enthralls. To think about him. peer Into his life, tead 
one of his speeches, catch a glimpse of one of his ardent 
and bieathless love letters, ts like feellng one's thoughts 
turn 10 gold, He burned with our own deslre for feedam, 
he spake with the valce of out own natures, his zeniih was 
our condnent’s finest hour, his fall strikes at the heart. 
Pronounce the name of Bolivar and one sees In the mind's 
eye the mountaln crowned less by snow ihan by the caped 
harseman, of the flooded Apure valley through which the 


'' Speech delivered at the club Socledad Ltefasia Latinoamerlca- 
ma, in an homage lo Simdn Botivar. on October 28, 1893 
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to complete the redemption of a continent. Oh nol thar 
libetators swil fonward. three republics In their knapsacks, 
man who never lived In repose cannot be discussed In calm. 
One must speak of Bolivar from the inbune of a mountain, 
or in thunder and lightning or with a fistful of free natlons In 
one's grasp, and tyranny beheaded at one’s feet! No one 
need shink from just admiration because It ls perennially 
fashionable anyong <eitain kinds of persons to bellttle the 
extraardinary; nor should a law desire for applause ever 
allow the bombastic phrase to silence the volce of sober 
judgment. Words can never expiess the mistery and 
dilllance of a mind at the disaster of Casacolma when. 
wracked with fever and deserted by his scattered army, he 
clearly saw the roads across the Andes over which he would 
<airy freedom Into the valleys of Peru and Bolivia. But 
whatever we say tonight, even [fexaggeraled. will enhance 
the occasion, for all of us gathered here are children of his 
swoid. 

Nar need the fear of offending the ladies keep us fam 
valclng tibute, for one can speak freely of freedom In the 
presence of women of the Americas. The courageous 
daughler of the Paraguayan Juan de Mena who, when she 
learned that her fellow countryman Antequera was being 
hanged for being a patilat, took off her wdow's weeds and 
put on her festive dothes because «the day a just man dles 
gloriously for his country Is a day of celebration; the 
Colombian glilin her calico and homespun, who anilcipated 
the patats when she tore down the Insolent edict on 
taxation in Ef Sccarro, and set twenty thousand men fighting; 
the wife of Arsmendi, puse as the finesi pear of La Marga- 
ila, who, when led out on the battlements In full Vew of 
her husband sheliing the fort, told her captors: «You will 
never force a word past my Ips fo make him shirk hls duty): 
fhe nobje Pola, who sent her beloved Into battle and dled 
beside him on the gallows, or Mercedes Abrego of the 
handsome braids, who was decapitated for embroldering 
the Liherator’s uniform with he: finest golden thread: and 
those luy.d companions of Bohvai's soldiers, who rode with 
theli men as they breasted the raging streams that plunge 
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from Andean peaks, milestones of Nature, on freedom’s 
march to Boyaca—all these were wamen, 

That man was truly extraordinary. He lived as if among 
flames. and he was a flame. He loved, and spoke Rawers of 
flre. He revered friendship, and the death of a foyal 
companlon silenced all acilvity around him. He was sickly. 
yet with the speed of the fastest post his untded army swept 
everything before it from Teneidfe to Cucuta. He was a fighter, 
and at the helghr of the struggle. With all eyes turned to 
him In supplication, he ordered his horse unsaddled. He 
wrote,and It was the brewing of a mountaln storm that 
bursts suddenly aver the mis¢-Alted valfey, and the sun bieaks 
through and clouds drift around the peaks, while the valley 
below sparkles with fresh calots. Like ihe mauntalns, he 
was broad at the base. his roots deep in the graund, yet 
ising to a lofty crest. as If io better plerce a stubborn sky. 
One can see him knocking on the gates of glory With the 
golden hilt of hls saber. He belleved In heaven, Inthe gads, 
in the immortals, in the god of Colambla, in the genlus of 
America, In his destiny He was sorrounded by a glory that 
Inflamed him and stiried him to action. Is It not a sign of 
divinity to have conquered? He conquered men, swollen 
tlvers, volcanoes, centurles, Nature! Would he have undane 
the work of centuries If he had not been able to bulld anew? 
Did he not unshackle races, disenthrall a continent, bring 
nations Into belng? Has he not covered more people with 
ihe banners of freedom than has any othe: conqueror with 
the banners of tyranny? Did he nor address eternity from 
Mount Chimborazo, wth Potosi. one of histary's more 
barbarous and tenacious creation, at his feet beneath the 
condor-studded flag of Colombla? Did not dtics open thelt 
gates to him, and the powers of thls iife pay him homage? 
Did not his vals, and all the gifted sons and beauties of the 
new word, bow to him In fear of adoratlon? He was as the 
thawing and fife- giving sun, burning and shedding light, If 
there Is a senate In heaven, he Is surely there. He saw that 
wodd, golden with sunlight, and the seat of the rock of 
ceatlan, the floor of douds, and the raofs of stars reminded 
him, In thelr sparkling movement across the sky, of his lan- 
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<es at Apure as they reflected the noanday sun; hom those 
helghts happiness and order descend upon men as If by 
paternal dispensation. But such Is not the case In this world 
where the sun of divialty rises from the bloody and palnful 
sacifice and Ideal of all mankind! He died in Santa Mara 
from che horror and frustration of seelng that siar of his, 
which he considered Immoral. dashed Into pleces. He made 
the mistake of confusing the glary of having served, which 
gtows and is a <fown that no hand can take from his brow. 
wiih the mere accident of power that was his to wield. for 
human power—whlich Is neatly always the corrupt 
employment and pursuit of those who seek It for themselves, 
although they do not deserve It and ate lacklng In courage, 
or the sterle tdumph of ane faction over anothes, or the 
pawn of interests and passions-— only falls to virtue or genlus 
In myoments of crisis or fransient Aghteousness when natlons, 
moved by dangers, acclalm the idea of unselfish mative In 
which they seek thelr redemption. But there sits Boltvat on 
the rock of creation In the heaven of the Americas, stein 
and vigiant, with the Inca beside him and flags clustered at 
his feet. There he is, stil wearing his campaign boats, for 
what he falled to achleve has not been achieved to this day. 
Rolivar still has work to do In America! 

At the turn of the century America was seething. and he 
was Its crucible. The America of thase days sull stlrs and 
rears lig head. a huge larval creature [lke worms under the 
hark of old roots. From [rance and North America. unde! 
priest’ cassocks In the mind of worthy travelers, the 
revoludlonarty message has been coming to revive the 
discontent of the educated and well-bred Creole, governed 
from across the seas by the law of idbute and the gallows. 
In the measure that the rebellion giew in high places, 
leavened by the rebellious and In a certaln sense democratic 
unrést of the second-bdorn disinhenied Spaniard, the 
Argentine gaucho, the Chilean rofo, the Peruvian cholo, 
wml the Venezuelan frrero—all were touched where thelr 
comman affections lay. In the muffled upheaval, thelt 
dejenselisss faces furrowed by tears, bands of Indlans 
wauieted thiough the forest taking canvfort In the pillage. 
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Ike tongues of independence came bleeding from the past 
century; cut America springs neliher from Rousseau nor 
Washington, but from itselfi Thus, In the sultry and fragrant 
nights of hls manorial gaiden at San jacinta, or alang the 
banks of the mirrored walers of the Arauco where he may 
have guided the dny feet of his wife who dled In her pilme. 
Bolivar would see, with fist denched agalnst his bosom, the 
specters come and go through the aly, and they can find no 
resi untill their cask Is finished! In the dusk at Mount Avila, 
he surely must have seen the bload retinue. 

The Paraguayan Antequera passes by, the first of many, 
ralsing hls severed head; theie goes the entire family of a 
poor Inca, quartered hefore the eyes of thelr shackled father, 
gathering up thelr sundered Ilmbs. Tupac Amaru crosses 
his vision; then comes the king of the Venezuelan halfbreeds., 
vanishing In the alr ike a ghost; then Salinas asleep in his 
blood, Quitoga dead over his dish of food, and Morales like 
a llMing cainage. because In Quito’s pison the love of the 
country neve faltered. Ledn, having no hause to call his 
own because his lands were sown salt. lay dying In his 
cave. There on hooks go the limbs of José Espana. who 
died smiling on the gallaws, and there the still smocking 
torso of Galan, burned at the stake. Berbeo passes, more 
dead that anyone, although the hangman spared hls Iife fat 
fear of the patnots, because fos one who has known the Joy 
of fighting fot the honors of his countsy, there Is no greater 
death than to the allve while the shame of one’s native land 
endures. The hero wrapped himself in this Indian, half- 
bieed and white soul merged Into a single fame, and found 
It constant and Inexinguishable. In the biotherhood of a 
common cause he fused the disparate companents in ihe 
flame of glory; he removed or curbed his rdvals, he crossed 
the dessert and challenged mountains; he sowed the Andean 
watershed with republics. And when he halted the match 
of hls armles, because the Argentine revolultlan opposed 
Its callective and demociallc endeavor to his ihrust, fourleen 
Spanish generals, huddled on the sloges from the coastal 
palms, put there as If to Intone a perennial sang of pralse ta 
the hero, the land climbs In tezaces of silver and gold to 
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the fellle plains thai this American revolution slashed untll 
the blood ran . Heaven has seldom seen more beautiful 
scenes, lor the determlinatian to be free never before stirred 
so many hearts, herolsm never knew a setting of such natu- 
ral grandeur and the soul of a continent never entered sa 
fully Into that of one man. Heaven ltself seems to have 
played a role, for thase were battles worthy of It. It was as 
If all the heroes of heedom . and ali the martyts on earth, 
gathered In that beauttul firmament and hovered like a glant 
shield over the stralts In which our souls were struggling, or 
fled In terror through the unjust when the battle wen against 
us| Heaven must have paused, In fact, to have seen such 
beauty— breathtaking waterfalls break laose from the eiernal 
snows like runaway horses; age-old trees ding to the dark 
ravines like down or curly fleece, the rulns for Indian tem- 
ples kecp watch over (he wilderness of lakes, the 1ugged 
towers of Spanish cathedrals plerced the valleys mists, the 
craters smoke, and e1upling volcanoes reveal the bawels of 
the earth, All the while, Inn every corner of the Jand, 
Americans are fighting fos their freedom! Some of them 
gallop aver the plains and are snuffed oul In the clash With 
the enemy like candies Ina gust of wind; others, the relns 
held between theli teeth. 44m fhe swollen dvers tralling 
thelr army pennants an the water, others, like a forest an 
the march, come In closer ordes, thelr lances above thelr 
heads, others scalé a volcano, and plant the flag of freedam 
an the im of kts flery crater. Bul noone so handsome as 
that man of lofty forchead above eyes that have devoured 
the face. whose cape billaws behind him on his Aying horse, 
whose breast is imperious to storm or raln of Are, whase 
sword sheds the !ighi af fieedom upon five natonst He 
relns In his black stalilon, halelimp from the starm of victary 
and reviews the ranks of those who helped him crush 
opoiesstor: Ihe Philglan cap of Ribas, ihe gentle horse of 
Sucre, Plar's cunly head, Péaz's ced doak, Cordoba’s slashing 
whlp. and the flag-wrapped bedy of the colanel carded by 
hls soldiers. He stands breachfess in the stirrups as Nature 
watches Paez and his handhul of lancers charge and scatter 
the enemy anthllt | the dust and the shadows af Las Quese- 
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fas. Eyes wet with tears, he watches as his army In gala 
attire makes mesy on the eve of the battle of Carababa. 
pennanis and ensigns fyings. masses of men a living wall 
around the tattered battle flags, mastlal music playing 
everywhere, the play of sun on steel , and all through the 
camp the mysterious joy of a hause in which child Is to be 
born! But he was handsomer than ever at |unin, developed 
in che datkest night, while the last of the Spanish lances 
splintered In pale silence against the tdumphant might of 
America. 

And then a linte lates, his thoughts disconnected, his halr 
dinging to his sunken temples, his withered hand gesturing 
as If rejecting a world, the hero sald on his death bed: «José, 
Josél Let us go, for we are not wanted here. Where shall 
we go?s Only his government has fallen, but he may have 
thought that republic was collapsing: loca! jealousles and 
fears had been largely avercome In the enthuslasm of 
independence, and he may have discounted those forces 
for reality (hat reappeaied after the tdumph. He may have 
been fearful that rival ambition would wreck the newly 
formed nations, and by hatefully subjection he thought that 
palitical balance which Is stable only when based on freedom. 
and Infalllble In a regime of Justice With the fewer restialnts 
the better. Perhaps, In hls dream of glory for America and 
for himself, he falled to realize that ihe unlty of splat, Indis- 
pensable to the salvatlan and happiness of our American 
nations suffered athe: ihan benefited from his ualon based 
on theoretical and artificlal forms taht had no roats In realty. 
Perhaps the prophetic genius who procdalmed thal the 
salvation of our America lles In the unified actlon of our 
republics with respect to the rest of the waild and the coulse 
of our own future, was unawale, because It was forelan to 
his temperament, class and education, of ihe moderating 
force of the popular will, of the open sttuadie bernween 
people of varying shades of oplalon required nothing but 
the law of true freedom to ihe safeguard of republics. The 
anxious father may have erred at the cruclal moment for all 
polldca!l architects, when teh voice of prudent caunseled 
him to yleld the command to new leaders, so that the little 
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of usurper wauld not discredit of endanger his creatlon: 
while anather volce, perhaps from the mystery of the greater 
creatlve Idea, utged him to endure for Its sake even the 
dishonor of belng considered a usurper. 

And they were his heart's desire , those whose blaod 
was spilled without him in the long and bifler conflict; 
those who fotund thelr own ilves In his magnanimity and 
perseverance, and who took from him, because he 
determined thelr siruggies and thelr future, the power to 
govern themselves according to the needs of thelr people! 
And the union of Bolivar and Ameilca In otdet to achleve 
independence— firmer than the attraction among the stars 
disappeared, and one could see the disagreement between 
Bolivar—resolved {o unlte the countres af the revolution 
under a distani, central government—and the mulllhead 
Ameilcan fevoluttian born of the desire for local self- 
government. «josé, josel Let us go, for we are not wanted 
here. Where shall we go?: 

Where will Bolivar go? To the respect of the worldand 
the affection of Amentcal Ta this loving home where every 
man lis Indebted to him for that ardent satisfactlon of feellng 
himself embraced by hls own peoplewhenever he Is among 
Americans, and where every woman adodnely remembers 
taht man who was always dismounted from his horse of 
glory to give thanks for a wieath of a flower affered him by 
the hands of beauty] To the Justice of nation able to see, 
beyond the possible error of fash or personal measuies, the 
Impetus Bolivar gave. hopugh these very measutes. io ihe 
basic Ideas of America, like a poweful hand shaping molten 
lava. Where Wil Bolivar go? Atm in arm with men to 
defend from new greedand old prejudices the land where 
human existence will be hapler and more beautifull To 
peaceful nations like a father's kissl| To men of nairow 
viewpolnts and fleeting opinions . to well-fed burghers and 
propeious Harpagans, so that by the light of the blaze that 
was his exdsience they may see the brotherhood so ¢ssentall 
to the condnent, and the greainess and dangers In America's 
future! Where will Bolivar go? The last of the Spanish 
viceroyslay bedidden with his five wounds, thiee centudes 
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were dragging form the tail of the plainsman’s horse, and 
the Liberator , wearing his finest dothes under the cassock 
of victory, rode with his army as If bound fora ball. Crowds 
locked down from the hills, and standing out along the 
ridges were clusters of flagas ilke flowers In 4 vase. Finally 
Potosi appears, scarred and bloody. The five flags of the 
new nations blaze with real flames atop a resurrected 
Amenca. Cannons announce the hero's approach, and 
above heads bare out of respect and awe the crackle of 
gunfire echoes from peak as each mountaln repeats the 
salute. And $0, as long as America Ilves, fhe echo for his 
name Wil pass from father: to son in all that Is best and 
mantiest In our natures! 


Pata. New Yok, November 4, 1893 
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